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I probably don’t follow many traditions about New Year’s Eve, but back in the 1990s I never missed a Dec. 31 episode of 
ABC’s Nightline television program because that was their annual predictions show. 

The Nightline anchor at the time, Ted Koppel, would host a distinguished prognostication panel every year that featured 
Pulitzer Prize winning columnist and former presidential speechwriter William Safire; economist Arthur Laffer, the so-called 
“architect of the 1980s supply side economics” movement; and former Sports Illustrated writer Frank Deford, the dean of 
American sports commentary. Koppel would lead the panel through a discussion of their thoughts about the coming year in 
various topics and then each panelist would each make three bold predictions for the new year after a review of their previous 
yearly predictions.

This was always a fast-moving hour of television, and I’ve always appreciated the keen insight of Koppel, who was able to 
move with ease from topics ranging from politics to religion to business to sports, all while keeping panelist egos in check and 
discussions clearly focused on what would be in the news in the unknown year ahead.

When Koppel retired as Nightline host in 2005, the annual prediction show came to an end. Safire died of pancreatic cancer 
in 2009 and Deford passed away at age 78 in 2017 from pneumonia.

On New Year’s Eve in 2021, I revived the spirit of Nightline’s annual predictions 
show by sharing a few annual predictions of my own right here in the newspaper’s 
weekly Insight column. To recap my predictions for 2025 in The Windham Eagle, 
it’s always interesting to see how accurate or lacking my sixth sense for the past year.

I predicted that “Conclave” would win the Academy Award for Best Picture with 
Timothée Chalamet winning Best Actor for “A Complete Unknown,” Kate Winslet 
winning Best Actress for “Lee” and Ridley Scott winning Best Director for “Gladia-
tor II.” I’m sorry to say that none of those predictions were correct. 

In sports, I envisioned Houston beating Mississippi State to win the NCAA 
men’s college basketball championship, the Baltimore Ravens defeating the Phila-
delphia Eagles to win the Super Bowl in February, the Atlanta Braves knocking off 
the Kansas City Royals to win the World Series, and Notre Dame downing Oregon 
to win the NCAA College Football Championship last January. I was wrong on all 
four predictions, but Houston and Notre Dame each reached NCAA football and 
basketball title games, and Philadelphia actually won the Super Bowl. 

Here are my new predictions for 2026 and when we revisit this end-of-year col-
umn in The Windham Eagle once again a year from now, let’s see how accurate my 
conjectures turn out to be.

** A magnitude 7.6 earthquake will strike near Blytheville, Arkansas early in 
the year and leave thousands without food or shelter for weeks as flooding from 
the Mississippi River will produce treacherous conditions for searchers looking for 
survivors. 

** Violent clashes between the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) in Sudan led to a nationwide conflict that has become one of 
the world’s largest humanitarian crises. Right now nearly half of Sudan’s population 
requires some form of humanitarian assistance and the situation shows no signs 
of improving. An initiative launched by French President Emmanuel Macron will 
bring lasting peace to Sudan.

** Rhea Seehorn will win the Emmy Award as Best Actress for her role as Car-
ol Sturka in television’s “Pluribus.” In an upset, “Hamnet” will win the Academy 
Award for Best Picture in March. Ethan Hawke will win the Academy Award for 
Best Actor for “Blue Moon.” Jessie Buckley will win the Academy Award for Best 
Actress for “Hamnet.” 

** NASA’s Artemis II astronauts Christina Koch, Victor Glover, Reid Wiseman 
and Jeremy Hansen will successfully complete a 10-day flyby mission to circle the 
moon and return safely to earth in February, igniting America’s renewed interest in 
the exploration of space. 

** The Seattle Seahawks will defeat the Buffalo Bills in the Super Bowl in Feb-
ruary while the Carolina Hurricanes will knock off the Colorado Avalanche to win 
hockey’s Stanley Cup in June. Iowa State will edge Arizona to win the NCAA men’s 
college basketball championship in April. The Oklahoma City Thunder will beat 
the Detroit Pistons to win the NBA title in June. The Detroit Tigers will win base-
ball’s World Series toppling the San Francisco Giants in October. 

** Solar tiles will start to be embedded in public roads and highway surfaces in 
2026 and will become a significant improvement for towns and cities across Amer-
ica. The embedded solar tiles will be used to power municipal streetlights, roadway 
signs and traffic signals, and their use will save communities thousands in monthly 
electric bills. 

While I may not be in the league of Nostradamus or the distinguished celebrity 
Nightline panel in making predictions for the year ahead, as deep thinker Yogi Ber-
ra once said, “The future ain’t what it used to be.” < ~ Ed Pierce 
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List three words 

to describe
this past year 

for you.

Today inToday in
HISTORYHISTORY

JANUARY 2
1788 – Georgia becomes the 

fourth state to ratify the
U.S. Constitution. 

 
1842 – In Fairmount, PA, the 

first wire suspension bridge is 
opened to traffic. 

 
1893 – The first 

commemorative postage 
stamps are issued. 

 
1900 – American statesman 

and diplomat John 
Hay announces the “Open 
Door Policy” to promote

trade with China. 
 

1906 – Willis Carrier of Buffalo, 
New York receives a U.S. 

patent for the world’s first
air conditioner. 

 
1965 – Quarterback  Joe 
Namath signs the largest 

rookie contract ever awarded 
to that point ($400,000) in the 
history of pro football, joining 

the New York Jets of the 
American Football League. 

 
1971 – In the U.S. a federally 

imposed ban on television 
cigarette advertisements

goes into effect. 
 

1983 – The Broadway 
musical “Annie” closes at 

the Uris Theatre after 2,377 
performances. 

 

Gazing again into my psychic crystal ball
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Quote of the WeekQuote of the Week
“A new year is another 

opportunity of seeing life 
with little more caring, 

compassion, maturity and 
beauty.” ~ Amit Ray

“Went by fast!”
– Whitney Seitz Traylor

 •
“Grateful, stressful and 
blessed.” – Bree Rainey

 •
“Stressful, Very Warm.”

– Cheryl L. Page
 •

“Productive, Amazing, 
Grateful.” – Miki Mayberry

 •
“Blessed, Grateful, Mindful.”

– Bill Keller
 •

“Keep on Truckin’”
– William D. Reiner

 •
“Glad living America!”

– Ruthie Jackson
 •

“I am blessed.” – Mertie Porter
 •

“Nova Scotia vacation.”
– Dean A. Smalley

 •
“Divorce, college, working.”

– Isabella Mongon
 •

“Chemotherapy, healing, 
doctors.” – Chris Macklin 

 •
“Bought a house.”
– Sarah Singer-Miller

 •
“Patriots, Celtics, Bruins.”

– Jerry Greene
 •

“Cruise to Bahamas.”
– Oscar F. Kellner

 •
“Job, bills, kids.”

– Mia Potenzio-Ransey
 •

“Fishing. Camping. Medicine.” 
– Anne Glotchshuk 

 •
“Remodeled our kitchen.”

– Deirdre Schulte
 •

“Deep sea diving.”
– Mitchell B. Robinson

 •
“Promotion and 

responsibility.” – Rick Seacroft
 •

“Living the dream.”
– Melissa Carter
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NEWSNEWSNEWSNEWS
The holidays may be over for an-

other year, but those in search of great 
music are just getting started as the 
Richard Nickerson Scholarship Con-
cert is returning for the 29th year at 6 
p.m. Saturday, Jan. 3 to the Windham 
High School Performing Arts Center. 

Staged by Windham High School 
alumni, the concert is a high-energy, 
soul-stirring musical homecoming 
as every year on the first Saturday of 
January, former students from the 
WHS choral program travel back 
from across the country to reunite on 
stage. These former students, many 
of whom have gone on to profession-
al music careers, join their voices to 
honor the legacy of Dr. Richard Nick-
erson, the man who has spent decades 
shaping Windham into a musical 
powerhouse.

The evening is filled with laughter, 
nostalgia, world-class choral perfor-
mances, and serves a vital purpose as 
it is the only fundraising event of the 
year for the Richard Nickerson Schol-
arship Fund.  The concert is the  only 
opportunity for the community to 
support this specific scholarship. 

WHS alumni who are performing 
in the concert say that every ticket 
sold or donation goes directly toward 
a $1,000 scholarship award for grad-
uating seniors who have committed 
to keeping choral music in their lives 
during college. They say that those 
who attend the concert aren’t just 
buying a seat at a show, they are en-
suring that Windham’s rich musical 
heritage continues to thrive in the 
next generation.

The Richard Nickerson Scholar-
ship Committee was formed in 1997 
by parents of Windham Chamber 

Richard Nickerson Concert benefits WHS choral graduates   

Singers students in appreciation of 
Dr. Richard Nickerson, the Direc-
tor of Choral Activities at Windham 
High School.  Since its formation, the 
Richard Nickerson Scholarship Com-
mittee has awarded thousands of dol-
lars in scholarships to Windham High 
School graduating seniors pursuing 
choral music as part of their college 
experience. All past scholarship recip-
ients continue to be involved in mu-
sic, either as a career or as a personal 
passion.

No matter if you are a WHS grad-
uate, the parent of a current student, 
or simply a fan of great music, the 
atmosphere surrounding the concert 

is electric. From heartfelt ballads to 
soaring choral classics, the talent on 
display is a testament to the program’s 
excellence.

Nickerson says while he has noth-
ing to do with the concert or choosing 
what students receive the scholar-
ships, he is pleased to lend his name 
to such a wonderful legacy.  

“According to the website, 38 stu-
dents have received the scholarship 
since 1997,” Nickerson said. “The 
concerts feature former students  of 
mine and I  enjoy hearing them per-
form and seeing how they have grown 
as musicians.  I also enjoy re-connect-
ing with former students and the con-
certs give us a chance to catch up.”

As in previous years, Nickerson 
will be on the sidelines as an audience 
member.

“As far as the concerts go, my only 
responsibility is to sit in the audience 
and enjoy the performance,” he said. 
“After a long December filled with 
performances it is a welcome change. 
Every few years I will volunteer to 
conduct an alumni chorus. That will 

not be happening this  year, as the 
Windham Chamber Singers will  be 
having a reunion concert in June.”

Having announced his intention 
to retire at the end of this school year, 
Nickerson says that his pending re-
tirement will not have an impact on 
the scholarships, or the annual schol-
arship concert.

He said that having the Rich-
ard  Nickerson  Scholarship  is hum-
bling but an odd experience. 

“Initially, I felt funny about having 
a scholarship in my name since the 
namesake of scholarships is often de-
ceased.”  Nickerson said. “I consider 
it a great honor and am so proud that 
the scholarship has helped so many 
students to continue singing in choirs 
beyond the high school level.”

If you are unable to attend the 29th 
Annual Richard Nickerson Schol-
arship Concert but wish to make a 
donation to the program, details are 
available at www.richardnickerson-
scholarship.org

Concert tickets will be sold at the 
door for the event. <

The Richard Nickerson Scholarship 
Concert, named for Windham 
High School choral director Dr. 
Richard Nickerson, is returning 
for the 29th year at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Jan. 3 to the Windham 
High School Performing Arts 
Center. Staged by WHS alumni, 
the concert is a high-energy, 
soul-stirring performance to fund 
scholarships for graduating WHS 
choral students. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rated 4.8 Stars
as of 04/15/25as of 11/10/25

Scan to apply 
or call
207-221-5000

1 Annual Percentage Rate as of 11/7/2025. Rates subject to change without notice. Not all 
applicants will qualify for the lowest rate or be approved.Advertised rate is based on risk 

based & relationship pricing discounts. For more information, visit egcu.org/auto.

egcu.org/auto

Auto Loans

Start now. 
Local

Financing 
Leader

Rates 
as 

low 
as 33..9999 APR1

%

By Ed Pierce
STAFF WRITER

RICHARD NICKERSON
SCHOLARSHIP CONCERT

SATURDAY, JAN. 3, 2026 • 6:00PM
WINDHAM HIGH SCHOOL

FEATURING A VARIETY OF PERFORMERS WHO GRADUATED
FROM WHS IN THE LAST 30 YEARS!

ACCOMPANIED BY JULIE LARGAY

THE SCHOLARSHIP IS AWARDED EACH YEAR TO A
GRADUATING SENIOR WHO PLANS TO PURSUE CHORAL
MUSIC AS PART OF HIS OR HER COLLEGE EXPERIENCE.

Admission by donation in person & online:
www.richardnickersonscholarship.org

28TH ANNUAL
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207-637-3346
DIRFYGENERATORS.COM

DirfyGenerators@yahoo.com

Where Customer Satisfaction
Doesn’t Happen by Accident!

Be Prepared this Winter Be Prepared this Winter 
with a Whole Homewith a Whole Home
Standby Generator!Standby Generator!
We have the perfect size to fit your needs...
Because winter storms shouldn’t leave you 

in the dark or cold!

WITH THE PURCHASE OF A
26KW STANDBY GENERATOR

THE FIRST 10 CUSTOMERS OF 2026 OR
THROUGH THE END OF FEBRUARY (whichever comes first)

FREEFREEFREEFREEGET A 9K BTU 
HEAT PUMP
INSTALLED

*Includes outside condenser, inside unit, disconnect, wiring, refrigeration 
line. Heat pump condenser to be located near panel with easy access.

10ft refrigerate line, 10ft wiring to disconnect, must be room in panel. No 
cash value. Not to be combined with other promos. Contact us for details

We can help with any project big or small! Call us today.

Turn your home project dreams into reality!

NEW HOMES
DECKS

GARAGE ADDITIONS
SUNROOMS

KITCHEN/BATH
REMODELING

IMPROVEMENTS

CHASE CUSTOM HOMES
Serving Southern & Central Maine Since 1986

207-892-2700 • chasehomesmaine.com

Loon Echo Land Trust (LELT) has 
been awarded $10,000 through the 
L.L. Bean Maine Land Trust Grant 
Program, which Maine Coast Heri-
tage Trust (MCHT) administers. 

Entering its 21st year, the program 
continues L.L. Bean’s long-standing 
commitment to support public ac-
cess, habitat protection, and outdoor 
recreation across the state of Maine, 
bringing total funding to $558,750 for 
129 projects since 2004. LELT is one of 
nine land trusts across the state to re-
ceive this year’s award.

The grant will be used to hire a trail 
crew to conduct significant trail work 
on Pleasant Mountain, one of southern 
Maine’s most-visited recreation desti-
nations. The work will include stone 

LELT receives $10,000 for Pleasant Mountain trail work
staircase construction, tread harden-
ing, erosion mitigation, and repairs 
to areas degraded by high use on the 
Ledges and Bald Peak trails. These im-
provements are part of LELT’s multi-
year maintenance plan for the 10-mile 
trail network, backed by visitor data 
showing about 7,000 to 9,000 users an-
nually on each of these trails alone.

Over the past decade, LELT has in-
vested over $100,000 to construct and 
expand trailhead parking areas, im-
prove trails and signage, and pursue 
formal access agreements over private 
lands on the mountain.

“We are proud and humbled by 
the responsibility of caring for a place 
with such deep cultural, ecological, 
and economic importance,” said Matt 

Markot, LELT’s Executive Director. 
“The work planned for next summer 
will help the Ledges and Bald Peak 
trails better handle heavy visitor traf-
fic while preventing erosion, improv-
ing the trail experience, and protect-
ing important plant species.”

Maine Coast Heritage Trust offi-
cials agree.

“The entire land trust communi-
ty continues to deeply appreciate L.L. 
Bean’s enduring investment in Maine’s 
lands, waters, wildlife, and commu-
nities,” said Angela Twitchell, senior 
director of community and govern-
ment relations at MCHT. “As nonprof-
it organizations, Maine’s land trusts 
rely heavily on private donations and 
grants to carry out their work. Support 
from partners like L.L. Bean is essen-
tial to protecting the remarkable plac-
es that make Maine so special.”

According to Twitchell, land trusts 
are involved in an incredible breadth 
of work, from conserving important 
outdoor places to saving wildlife habi-
tat and building trails that communi-
ties rely on. The 2025 Census Report 
from the Maine Land Trust Network 
shows that land trusts now care for 
nearly 3 million acres – close to 15 

percent of the state – while support-
ing efforts that range from restoring 
marshes and rivers to improving fish 
passage and maintaining well-loved 
trail systems.

“The support of partners like L.L. 
Bean helps make this work possible,” 
Twitchell said.

Loon Echo Land Trust conserves 
and stewards land in the Lake Region 
of Maine to ensure public access, pro-
tect natural resources, and support the 
wellbeing of local communities. Learn 
more about places to explore, upcom-
ing events, and ways to get involved 
at LELT.org or the Loon Echo Land 
Trust Facebook page.

The Maine Land Trust Network 
(MLTN) enhances the quality and 
effectiveness of land conservation 
organizations across the state. Since 
its establishment in 1995, MLTN has 
served as a central hub for conser-
vation collaboration, technical as-
sistance, and grant administration, 
ensuring sustainable and impactful 
conservation efforts. A program of 
Maine Coast Heritage Trust, MLTN 
is led by a Steering Committee repre-
senting up to 25-member land trusts. 

Learn more at mltn.org. <

Naples, ME
207-693-3831

WE’RE HIRING!
CREW LEADERS, CLIMBERS,

CHAINSAW OPERATORS & LABORERS
100% Employee Owned Company,

Competitive Pay, plus Benefits
Visit www.Q-Team.com/Benefits for details
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State Rep. 
Barbara  Bag-
shaw  (R-Wind-
ham) recently 
had the op-
portunity to 
sponsor a cel-
ebratory leg-
islative senti-
ment from the 
Maine Legisla-
ture for Han-
nelore Harding 
of Windham, 
who is turn-
ing 90 on Jan. 

13.  ‘I had the pleasure of sponsoring this celebratory legislative 
sentiment,” said Rep. Bagshaw. “I met Hannelore several years 
ago while I was knocking on doors. Harding taught in Windham 
schools for 20 years. Join me and Cosponsor State Representa-
tive Mark Cooper (R-Windham) in wishing her a very happy and 
blessed birthday.’  Bagshaw visited Harding’s home in Windham 
to wish her a happy birthday and present her with the legisla-
tive sentiment.  SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Birthday wishes & sentiment

WINTERWINTER
SALE!SALE!
Men’s, Women’s Men’s, Women’s 

& Kids’& Kids’

Alpaca Socks $5Alpaca Socks $5 Wool Socks $5Wool Socks $5

SNOW PANTS 
& BIBS, SNOW 

BOOTS, ICE 
GRIPS, GLOVES,
MITTENS, BASE 
LAYERS, HATS & 

FACE MASKS

693 ROOSEVELT TR., WINDHAM • 892-5797 • OPEN DAILY 9AM-6PM • LEVINSKYS.COM

SALESALE
Lowest prices & largest selection in Maine!Lowest prices & largest selection in Maine!

Thank you for shopping Renys 
20 great locations 
throughout Maine! 

BECOME AN ADVENTURER!

12-29-25 to 1-4-26

Visit us @renys.com

All Flavors!All Flavors!

Voted Best Bargain Store 14 years in a row!

Pasta Organic
Dried Fruit

Augusta - Bangor • Bath • Belfast • Bridgton 
Camden • Main Store • Underground  

Dexter •  Ellsworth • Farmington • Gardiner 
Madison • Pittsfield • Portland • Saco  

Topsham • Waterville •  Wells • Windham

 Visit us in-store for even more great deals!
16oz

Pain Relievers

16-20oz

Men's
 &

Ladies'
Fleece
Jackets

Values to $49.00

$3.99

$24.99

6oz

Spaghetti, 
Rigatoni 

or 
Linguine

5.3-8.8oz

24-Pack 
Batteries

THANK YOU 
FOR 

SHOPPING LOCALLY!

50% OFF 
Christmas Clearance*

*Paper, Bows, Tags, Ornaments, 
Home Decor, Lights & More!

Discount Taken at Register
Items & Quantities Will Vary by Store

50% OFF
Lowest Ticketed Price!

Clearance!  Clearance!  
Holiday Clothing

Holiday Hours:

All stores close at 5PM New Year's Eve
All stores closed on New Year's Day

99¢ Our Reg. $4.59 Each

AAAA
oror

AAA!AAA!

Brownie
Mixes

Potato
Chips

All Flavors!All Flavors!

100-500ct

Ibuprofen, Extra Stength Acetaminophen 
or Low Dose Aspirin

Famous Famous 
Brand!Brand!

$3.99
Figs, Plums or Dates

$9.99

$3.99$3.99

At Renys Best Prices!

New Shipment!New Shipment!

Kids' Snow Pants 
- Toddler

- 8 to 18
- 4 to 6x/7

Visit us at
renys.com

Windham Mall, 795 Roosevelt Trail • 207-572-4514
151 Main Street, Bridgton • 207-647-3711

A Maine-Owned Family Tradition Since 1949

Best 
Bargain 

Store
12 Years
in a Row!

Sale prices good 
through 1-4-26

Open Mon-Sat 9-6,
Sundays 10-5

Thank you for shopping Renys 
17 great locations 
throughout Maine! 

Bath • Belfast • Bridgton • Camden  
Main Store • Underground • Dexter 
Ellsworth • Farmington • Gardiner 

Madison • Pittsfield • Portland • Saco  
Topsham • Wells • Windham

Best Bargain Store
12 years in a row!

BECOME AN ADVENTURER!

10-16-23 to 10-22-23

 Visit us in-store for even more great deals!

Visit us @renys.com

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING 

13 Gallon 
Drawstring

Kitchen 
Bags

Why Pay More For 
Halloween Candy?

90 Piece
Assorted 

Milk 
Chocolate 
Miniatures

Just In!Just In!

Toothpaste

Assorted 
Large 

Variety 
Bags

$2.99

Men's & Ladies'

At Renys Great Prices!

MultiSurface 
Cleaner 

Refill

3-Piece
Professional 

Baking Sheet  & Grids

(1) 15"x21" baking Sheet, (2) 14.5"x10" Grids

Our Reg. $18.99

Ladies' 
Ponte 

Jeggings 
& 

Pants

Men's
Chamois 

Shirts

Plus Lots of Other Great Deals on Candy!!!
32.4oz

Our Reg. $3.79 Each

26oz

24 Pack
Alkaline
Batteries

90ct

Crackers

"Had just what I wanted plus more.  
Always fun to poke around to see if I 

can find something unexpected."
         - Kelly, Maine

$9.99
$39.00 Value!

$29.99 $34.99to
Values to $49.00

Men's & Ladies' Mid & Low Hikers

Great Selection!

Knit Tops, Fleece, Sweaters 
& More!

Inspired By 
Inspired By 

Nature!Nature!

$7.99 $17.99

$2.99 $3.99
Our Reg. to $4.99

$12.99 $14.99

$1.99 $9.99

5.5-6oz Each 4-6oz

AAAA
oror

AAAAAA

AdvanceWhite

Fresh Gel, 
Natural White 
or Fresh Mint

Over 5 Over 5 

Flavors!Flavors!

Each 205-275pc

Assorted Sizes & Flavors

Assorted
Miniature

Chocolates

Our Reg. $14.99 Each

Our Reg. to $3.59 Each

THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING LOCALLY!
20 great locations 
throughout Maine!

EXPERTEXPERT
Cleaning ServicesCleaning Services

10 Years Experience ~ Free Estimates10 Years Experience ~ Free Estimates
207-520-0546 We’re insured!
info@totalcleanmaine.com
Facebook.com/totalcleanmaine

commercial & residential
Daily • Weekly • Monthly • As Needed
Move-Ins/Outs • New Builds • Rentals

TOTAL
CLEAN
MAINE

accepting new contracts with property management companies 
for apartment buildings, seasonal/year round rentals, etc.

professional
GROUT GROUT 

CLEANING!CLEANING!

BeforeBefore AfterAfter

Longarm Quilting Services
Windham Owned & Operated by Gail LaPrino

207-400-9504  ~  laprinolongarm.com
Call for Local Pickup & Delivery – Gift Certificates Available

The Windham Police Department is grateful to Windham Rental 
for their continued support in helping raise donations for the 
annual Windham Police Holiday Shopping Event. Thanks to 
their incredible kindness and generosity, Windham Rental do-
nated $3,850, helping WPD provide holiday gifts for 22 fam-
ilies right here in the Windham community. Partnerships like 
this make a meaningful difference and truly embody the spirit 
of the season and the Windham Police Department is very ap-
preciative of Windham Rental for its ongoing commitment to 
supporting our community and those in need. Their generous 
donation helped to brighten the holiday season for many here 
in Windham. COURTESY PHOTO

Well-deserved recognition
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continued on page 7

TLC   Tree
YOUR LOCAL LAKES REGION TREE COMPANY

207-655-TREE (8733)
www.TLCTreellc.com • Find us on Facebook

Thank you for being an essential part of our story.
Wishing you joy and success in the coming year!

for a HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Sending our Sincere Wishes

FULLY LICENSED AND INSURED

207-712-8871 
www.rangerpestservices.com

Email: rangerpestservices@yahoo.com

Don’t let a minor problem become a major infestation. 
Call “Ranger Rick” today for a free estimate.

RANGER PEST SERVICES

We would like to take this time to
extend our sincere appreciation for 
your support of our small business.

HOPE YOU ACHIEVE ALL YOUR 
DESIRED GOALS IN 2026!

Make it a pest-free year....
Contact us for a free quote.

Free Consults 207-536-8380
southernmaine.sitmeanssit.com

PERSONALIZED PROGRAMS IN YOUR HOME
OR MY LOCATION IN WINDHAM

Wishes for a Happy New Year!
We appreciate your support & look forward to 

working with your four legged friends soon! 

THANK YOU FOR TRUSTING YOUR HOMES & BUSINESSES TO US.
We hope the year ahead brings you much happiness & success.

Here to Help® 24/7/365.
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YEAR IN REVIEW

Reviewing what happened over the 
past year is always a significant op-
portunity for all of us to assess and re-
flect on what has been achieved in the 
Windham and Raymond communities 
and to determine the direction of where 
our towns may be heading in 2026.

For residents of the Lakes Region of 
Maine, there were plenty of milestones 
and newsworthy accomplishments in 
2025 to celebrate but much more could 
be attained in the new year ahead as 
changes and potential adjustments 
await our communities. Windham and 
Raymond have sworn in new elected 
leaders and representatives follow-
ing November’s election and changes 
will soon be visible in the towns with 
a new middle school under construc-
tion, roads and bridges repaired and 
replaced, Maine’s new Paid Family and 
Medical Leave Program starting for 

employees and how the race for gov-
ernor shapes the state in the months 
ahead.  

Following a thorough review of all 
issues of The Windham Eagle from 
2025, we’ve chosen to highlight the top 
story for each edition as featured in 
the newspaper and we wish everyone 
a healthy, safe, and prosperous year 
ahead in 2026.

JANUARY
JAN. 3’s top story was about prepa-

rations under way for the Dr. Richard 
Nickerson Annual Scholarship Concert 
on Jan. 4 at the Windham High School 
Performing Arts Center. Back in the 
spring of 1997, Dr. Nickerson and his 
choral students called the Windham 
Chamber Singers went to Vienna to 
participate in a music festival and won 
the most prestigious award of the festi-

val. They were very thankful for all the 
work that Dr. Nickerson did to bring 
the group to that place and to show their 
gratitude and give back, they decided to 
start a scholarship specifically for cho-
ral music. Daniel Griffin is a Windham 
High School alumnus and was a Wind-
ham Chamber Singer back in the day. 
His daughter, who also attended RSU 
14, was fortunate enough to also be a 
Windham Chamber Singer, making it a 
full circle. Now, Griffin is a part of the 
Scholarship Committee setting up the 
annual fundraising concert. “We have a 
small committee that meets throughout 
the year and plans the one fundraising 
event, the scholarship concert, which 
happens on the first Saturday of every 
January,” says Griffin. “We have been 
doing this for 28 years and we have all 
musical alumni from Windham High 
School come back for this. It is a great 
type of family event that we are trying 
to keep on going.” A $1,000 scholarship 
is awarded each year to a high school 
senior that is planning to make choral 
music a part of their college experience. 
“This gives them an opportunity to find 
their people in the college or university 
that they are going to and start making 
friends,” Griffin said. “Choral music or 
being part of some sort of music pro-
gram is very similar to sports teams; 
everybody comes together for one par-
ticular purpose to improve and work 
together and harmonize to produce 
something wonderful.”

The top story for JAN. 10 was a vis-
it by a new Maine organization which 
trains service dogs, therapy dogs, and 
facility dogs for those with disabilities 
as it made a stop in Windham, showcas-

ing its work for veterans and their fam-
ilies at the Windham Veterans Center. 
Based in Oxford at a 10-building facil-
ity on a 12-acre site, Mission Working 
Dogs was founded by Christy Gard-
ner as a non-profit to help Mainers in 
need. Gardner was serving in the U.S. 
Army overseas when she was attacked 
and sustained a serious a brain injury, 
facial fractures, internal injuries, a spi-
nal cord injury, and the amputation of 
both of her legs in the line of duty. Her 
initial diagnosis was that she would be 
100 percent disabled and never lead a 
normal life. Spending more than a year 
and a half in the hospital, doctors at 
Walter Reed Medical Center in Wash-
ington, D.C. paired her with a service 
dog named Moxie to help her recover. 
That act boosted Gardner’s confidence, 
and it eventually led her to return home 
to Maine, to reestablish her life, and to 
become a member of the United States 
National Sled Hockey team, and an 
alternate for Team USA in the 2020 
Tokyo Paralympics. She had been in-
volved in training puppies in Maine for 
about 10 years before founding Mission 
Working Dogs in July 2020. “My own 
service dog, Moxie, made me want to 
start Mission Working Dogs,” Gardner 
said. “She was incredible and allowed 
me so much more independence than 
was imaginable after I was injured in 
the Army. I had volunteered at a Lab-
rador breeder and helped other orga-
nizations temperament test puppies for 
possible service work and eventually 
became a puppy raiser.” Gardener said 
Mission Working Dogs has partnered 
with the Maine Department of the 
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American Legion for a year-long proj-
ect to support service dogs for Maine 
veterans and she traveled with several 
of her dogs to Windham to promote the 
effort. 

JAN. 17’s top story reported that 
repair work on Babb’s Bridge has start-
ed in Windham, and sooner than ex-
pected. The historic crossing over the 
Presumpscot River has been closed to 
traffic since the previous summer after 
sustaining damage in an accident and 
typically carries more than 360 vehicles 
per day over the wooden Queenspost 
truss structure. At about 12:45 p.m. Aug. 
23, 2024, police say a Ford F750 truck 
loaded with 36,000 pounds of crushed 
gravel attempted to cross Babbs Bridge 
from Gorham east into Windham on 
Hurricane Road. The truck’s excessive 
weight caused planks on the wooden 
bridge floor to collapse and sent the 
truck crashing into the Presumpscot 
River below. The posted weight limit 
for traveling across the Babbs Bridge 
span is 3 tons, or 6,000 pounds, and 
police said the truck weighed rough-
ly six times the legal limit for crossing 
the bridge. The truck was owned by The 
Driveway Guys Company of Biddeford 
and was driven by Joshua Polewarzyk 
of Limington, 37, who was able to free 
himself from the truck in the water and 
sustained minor injuries in the crash. 
He was cited for excessive truck weight 
in crossing the bridge and was fined 
$2,500. Maine Department of Trans-
portation engineers were tasked with 
evaluating the structural status of the 
bridge for public safety and come up 
with a plan for repairs and restoration 
of the structure. A note posted on social 
media by the Windham Town Manag-

er’s Office on Jan. 10 said the MDOT 
has launched repairs to Babb’s Bridge 
about four months ahead of schedule. 
MDOT estimates it will take about six 
weeks to complete repairs on the bridge 
at a cost of $110,000 before it can be re-
opened to the public.

The top story for JAN. 24 was about 
the debut on YouTube of the “Ear-
ly Bird Show,” an interview program 
sponsored by the Raymond-Casco 
Historical Society. It is the brainchild 
of Raymond-Casco Historical Society 
member Greg Plummer and features 
a different town celebrity on each epi-
sode. During the show, Pummer chats 
with guests in his makeshift studio, 
complete with a host’s desk and chairs. 
The “set” is decorated with local histor-
ical pieces, and the place appears quite 
cozy. “The Early Bird Show is designed 
to have the appearance of a low-budget 
late-night talk show parody. The host is 
yours truly and each month I will inter-
view a featured guest, a senior member 
of our community and someone with 
a story to tell,” Plummer said. “My vi-
sion is to document and share as much 
history and local lore as I can from the 
people who have lived in this area for 
decades. Plus, I like talking with old 
people. Old people rule.” Plummer apt-
ly kicked off a conversation by telling 
his guest, Wayne Whitney, “This will 
be perfect. It’s just you and I, it’s all it 
is. That’s what we’re gonna’ do.” That 
seemed to summarize the tone of the 
entertaining and witty conversation. 
Known primarily as a poultry farm-
er, Whitney explained how his family 
got into farming and highlighted some 
memories from his childhood on Ray-
mond Cape Road. The next episode of 

the Early Bird Show will feature the 
one-and-only iconic Raymond resident 
Trudy Files. The show is sure to include 
many laughs and witty stories. “Trudy 
is a hoot,” said Plummer. “She is a dear 
friend and will be the featured guest on 
Episode 2 of The Early Bird Show. Born 
and raised in Raymond, Maine, Trudy 
has quite a collection of interesting sto-
ries and anecdotes to share. It’s hard to 
choose just one, and I won’t give away 
all the details, but let’s just say that she 
may have been involved in a high-speed 
chase pursuing Elvis Presley.”

The top story for JAN. 31 was about 
a Windham resident searching for 
a kidney transplant donor. Katie St. 
Pierre was diagnosed with IGA ne-
phropathy last April. It is a chronic kid-
ney disease characterized by deposits of 
immunoglobulin A (IgA) antibodies in 
one of her kidneys, leading to inflam-

mation and damage to the glomeruli, 
tiny filters that remove waste products 
from the blood.  “I was first diagnosed 
with IGA in April 2024,” St. Pierre said. 
“My case is considered hereditary, and 
I’ve probably had it my whole life, al-
though I do not have any close family 
members with a similar condition.” The 
biggest issues St Pierre has been expe-
riencing are the extreme  exhaustion 
that comes with IGA neuropathy and 
the buildup of fluids it causes. “Imag-
ine jumping in a pool fully clothed then 
walking around the rest of the day like 
that,” St. Pierre said. “I wake up every 
morning feeling like my limbs are made 
of lead.” St. Pierre is a familiar face to 
many in the area, having worked in the 
bakery department at the North Wind-
ham Hannaford store since 2019. Born 
in South Portland, she is married and 

continued on page 8
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has lived in Windham since she was 5. 
Upon receiving her IGA diagnosis last 
year and immediately starting on dialy-
sis, doctors have advised St. Pierre that 
a kidney transplant is her best option 
for survival and to improve her quality 
of life. “I was told I needed a transplant 
on the same day I got my diagnosis. I 
ended up being hospitalized for a lit-
tle over a week after some blood work 
came back,” she said. “During that 
time, I had many tests done but for a de-
finitive answer they had to do a kidney 
biopsy, basically taking a small sliver of 
your kidney and putting it under a mi-
croscope to see what’s wrong.” Accord-
ing to St. Pierre, she chose to undergo 
home dialysis treatment, called perito-
neal dialysis or PD for short. “At first I 
was doing five days a week but now I am 
doing a treatment every day,” she said. 
““If you or someone you know is willing 

to consider being a living kidney donor, 
I would be deeply grateful,” she said. 
“A living donation is a life-saving gift, 
and you could make all the difference 
in my journey or even someone else’s. 
This experience has shown me the diffi-
culties that so many are going through 
right now. All potential donors will be 
fully evaluated by medical professionals 
to ensure safety for both the donor and 
the recipient.”

FEBRUARY
FEB. 7’s top story detailed a 

last-minute Board of Selectmen meet-
ing in Raymond conducted on ZOOM 
for select board members to vote on 
making a warrant available for ease-
ments requested by Sebago WIFI LLC 
during a Special Town Meeting. An 
oversight regarding a Sebago WiFi proj-
ect was discovered by the Town of Ray-

YEAR IN REVIEW

mond’s attorney, and it came to light last 
week. However, Raymond Select Board 
members were able to pull together an 
emergency meeting and voted to ap-
prove a Special Town Meeting Warrant 
authorizing a Special Town Meeting. 
Raymond Town Manager Sue Look ex-
plained the oversight details prompting 
the meeting. “In talking to our attorney 
about the Broadband Contract, I found 
that the Select Board does not have the 
authority to grant the easement need-
ed to allow Sebago Fiber to build the 
proposed building on the Public Safe-
ty property for the broadband project, 
only (a) Town Meeting can do that,” she 
said. The Special Town Meeting War-
rant was approved with the required 
votes of at least three Raymond Select 
Board members. There was no opposi-
tion. Look said this will allow for the 
Special Town Meeting to be called so it 
can be voted on by residents. The town 
is hoping to move forward with the 
project, so the broadband installation 
doesn’t get held up. The Special Town 
Meeting Warrant stipulates a town vote 
to authorize the Select Board to grant to 
Sebago Fiber & WIFI LLC a perpetual 
easement over and under a portion of 
town-owned property identified as Tax 
Assessor’s Map 04 Lot 106A support 
the installation of a fiber optic network 
ring connecting all municipal buildings 
and public safety radio towers and for 
the purpose of erecting, installing and 
maintaining a structure of about 400 
square feet to be used as a central office, 
two new utility poles and underground 
conduit, and solar panels. 

The top story for Feb. 14 reported 
on the efforts of a Windham hairstyl-
ist who was vying for the title of “Unit-

ed States of America Mrs. Maine” and 
seeking to raise awareness about infer-
tility issues affecting women during the 
upcoming statewide pageant. Nichole 
Burke, 41, and her husband moved to 
Windham in November 2023, and in 
March 2024, they became the parents 
of a son. “Something many people may 
not know about me is that after four 
years of struggle, I became a first-time 
mom at 40, welcoming a beautiful son 
just 10 months ago,” Burke said. “My 
husband and I had a whirlwind year – 
we got married in June 2023, bought 
our first home five months later, and 
then, just four months after that, be-
came parents.” She was asked by the 
director a few months ago to join the 
pageant. “I have some friends who have 
done pageants, so I talked with them 
and got a lot of encouragement,” Burke 
said. “I decided that this experience 
would be something just for me, where 
I could step out of my comfort zone and 
grow personally. A motivation to get 
back into self-care and regular exercise, 
something that I miss. Also, an oppor-
tunity to get more acquainted with our 
new community and be of service. Do-
ing service work has been very fulfill-
ing for me, and I am looking forward 
to it again. Another important part of 
my journey is that I have been in re-
covery for almost 16 years, a path that 
has shaped me into the resilient and 
compassionate person I am today.” If 
honored as the pageant winner, Burke 
hopes to use this platform to ampli-
fy the conversation around infertility, 
breaking the stigma and fostering a 
community of support for women fac-
ing similar struggles. 

continued on page 9
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Our biggest wish for this year is for
peace, kindness, and goodwill to all.
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and joy to you and those around you.
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Happy New Year!Happy New Year!
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Thank you to our 
volunteers, staff and 

generous donors.
BEST WISHES FOR A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

PLEASE DONATE TODAY
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YEAR IN REVIEW

FEB. 21’s top story was regarding 
the Windham Police Department as a 
new K9 officer has joined its ranks. K9 
Zeus is a 16-month-old Belgian Mali-
nois who is partnered with his handler, 
Windham Officer Sam Pattee, a four 
year-veteran of the department. They 
are currently involved in training for 
Zeus to become a fully certified patrol 
dog, meaning he’ll be certified in track-
ing, article searches, apprehension work 
and narcotics certification. “I grew an 
interest in being a K9 handler almost as 
soon as I got started on the road with 
Windham PD,” Pattee said. K9 Zeus 
came from Boston Police Department’s 
training barracks and was selected by 
him with the help of K9 trainers from 
both the Cumberland County Sheriff’s 
Office and Scarbrough PD. “I was look-
ing for a dual purpose K9, meaning a 
K9 fully capable of patrol work and nar-
cotics detection,” Pattee said. “I viewed 
multiple possible K9s. but when I met 
Zeus, I quickly knew he was the one. He 
was full of energy, fearless and I felt a 
bond with him from the start.” Accord-
ing to Pattee, K9 training is not an easy 
task. “It takes a lot of time, dedication 
and patience. It takes a level of commit-
ment that you can’t truly understand 
until you’ve done it yourself. I train 
with the group called Law Enforce-
ment Dogs of Maine (LEDME) and it 
requires at least 480 hours of training 
with a certified trainer before a K9 team 
can be certified in patrol work,” he said. 
“In training we work on tracking, ar-
ticle searching, which is locating items 
that someone may have dropped or 
thrown, and suspect apprehension. We 
also conduct scenario-based training 
which puts both the K9 and the han-

dler through real world situations and 
helps us be better prepared to make the 
right decisions on real deployments. 
The group has a great team of trainers 
with years of combined K9 experience 
to learn from and I appreciate every-
thing they’ve taught me.” The Wind-
ham Police Department last had a K9 
team about four years ago. 

The top story for FEB. 28 was about 
the Town of Windham restricting 
public access to the three electric ve-
hicle charging stations at the Wind-
ham Town Hall. During a scheduled 
meeting for Windham town council-
ors, Windham Town Manager Barry 
Tibbetts discussed posting signs and 
installing locks on the EV chargers af-
ter town employees could not charge 
their municipal EVs because the public 
was using them. Tibbetts said that the 
town obtained grants in 2015 to install 
two charging stations at Windham 
Town Hall and added a third one sev-
eral years later. Through the years the 
town has been working to increase its 
fleet of municipal electric vehicles and 
decrease its dependence upon gas-pow-
ered vehicles, Tibbetts told the council. 
He said that as more residents purchase 
EVs, finding places to charge them has 
led them to use the charging stations 
at Windham Town Hall. “I thought it 
was important to bring this before the 
council,” Tibbetts said. “When munic-
ipal vehicles are unable to be charged 
because all three stations are in use by 
the public, we need to do something. It’s 
like in essence that they’re getting a free 
tank of gas.” A high-speed charger typ-
ically can add 200 to 250 miles of range 
per hour to an electric-powered vehicle. 
Tibbetts said without the council objec-

tion, he will order restricting use of the 
three EV charging stations at the town 
hall, posting signage that they are for 
municipal vehicle use only and secur-
ing them with locks.

MARCH
MARCH 7’s top story was about 

Windham High School’s boys’ basket-
ball team defeating South Portland at 
the Cross Insurance Arena in Portland 
on Saturday, March 1 to win its sec-
ond straight Class AA state basketball 
championship, 55-52. South Portland 
had led most of the game but late in the 
fourth quarter Windham turned things 
around before a foul shot by Creighty 
Dickson tied the game at 47-47. As the 
clock ticked away, and the game tied at 
52-52, Windham’s Tyrie James sank two 
crucial free throws to give Windham 
an edge and the victory. “At the Edward 

Little game I missed four free throws,” 
James said. “In practice I started taking 
them more seriously, working on my 
breath; I had the coaches help me with 
that. Last year we started off strong and 
then Gorham came back. This year I felt 
like we were behind and kept moving 
the ball ... we just kept going. The only 
difference (between last year’s team and 
this year’s) is people are stepping into 
different roles. The week leading up we 
each had to focus, and I feel like we did 
that. I feel like in the second half, we 
boxed out more and got more rebounds 
... we started to understand where they 
were getting their points, and we start-
ed to stop that from happening.” Wind-
ham Coach Chad Pulkkinen said he 
was super happy for his players. “As a 
longtime resident of Windham, I’m just 
really proud of the young men ... we get 

continued on page 10
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to coach every day. South Portland ... 
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– we wanted it the hard way, the guys 
enjoy those challenges and was just a 
testament to what this group is capable 
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pride in that.” 
The top story for MARCH 14 re-

ported on the Town of Raymond estab-
lishing a selection process to choose a 
new town manager following the resig-
nation of Raymond Town Manager Su-
san Look. She had been serving in that 
role since January 2024 but quit, citing 
more than an hour’s commute from 
her home in Richmond. Look had been 
working as the Raymond Town Clerk 

when she was appointed by the Ray-
mond Select Board to replace Don Wil-
lard as interim town manager in July 
2023. Willard officially retired in Janu-
ary 2024 after being out on Paid Medi-
cal Leave and Look took over as perma-
nent town manager at that time. Look 
had worked as Raymond Town Clerk 
for more than a decade prior to her 
serving in the town manager’s position. 
The Town Manager job is a full-time 
position and appointed by the Ray-
mond Select Board. The town manager 
is responsible for administering poli-
cies as established by the Select Board 
and the Town Charter. The Town Man-
ager serves as the chief administrative 
officer and head of the administrative 
branch of the town’s government. To fill 
in until a new permanent town manag-
er can be hired, the Raymond Select 
Board has appointed Raymond Parks 
and Recreation Director Joe Crocker as 
Raymond’s interim town manager.

MARCH 21’s top story was about 
RSU 14 expanding its early childhood 
education services to reach more young 
families and support early learning op-
portunities for children in Windham 
and Raymond. This expansion includes 
increasing Pre-K offerings in elementa-
ry schools in Windham and Raymond 
and strengthening partnerships with 
community organizations. The district 
currently serves 66 Pre-K students, pro-
viding them with essential early learn-
ing opportunities. Yet as the school dis-
trict continues to grow, school officials 
say that its early childhood programs 
must also grow to provide more fam-
ilies with access to high-quality pre-
school education, helping set a strong 
foundation for future academic suc-

cess. “The district currently provides 
Pre-K services at Raymond Elemen-
tary School and Tu Casa Childcare in 
Raymond, as well as A Child’s World 
Preschool Center in Windham,” said 
Christine Frost-Bertinet, RSU 14 As-
sistant Superintendent. “For the 2025-
2026 school year, we are hoping to ex-
pand these services to accommodate 
59 more children from Raymond and 
Windham with a funding gap of just 
$1,604 per student for the entire school 
year.” She said that in total, RSU 14 
would need to invest about $102,700 
beyond what state funding provides, 
what she calls “a modest investment 
in our youngest learners’ futures.” To 
support this growth, the district will 
introduce new Pre-K spaces at Wind-
ham Primary School and partner with 
A Space to Thrive, a newly established 
childcare center that broke ground last 
month at 184 Pope Road in Windham. 
By working with community partners 
such as A Space To Thrive, Tu Casa, 
and A Child’s World, this school and 
community mixed delivery system can 
better provide high-quality, afford-
able Pre-K options for local families, 
Frost-Bertinet said.

The top story for MARCH 28 was 
about Windham Middle School’s alter-
native pathway program called Altitude 
using maple syrup collection to teach 
students. Altitude focuses on service, 
experiential learning, and community 
building, aiming to create more hands-
on learning opportunities for students 
who may find the traditional school set-
ting challenging. As maple syrup sea-
son drew closer, Altitude teachers Lisa 
Anderson, Autumn Carlsen Cook and 

continued on page 11
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Allison Muir decided to use this oppor-
tunity to teach their seventh grade Alti-
tude students a variety of lessons, some 
of which include science, math, histo-
ry, and the natural world. Prior to go-
ing outside, students learned about the 
sugaring process and had guest speaker 
Scott Dunn from Dunn Family Farm 
speak to them about the task of col-
lecting and boiling maple syrup. They 
learned about how to identify healthy 
maple trees, understanding the timing 
of sap flow, proper tapping techniques, 
and basic sap handling and boiling pro-
cedures to ensure a good quality syrup. 
Then, the students walked around cam-
pus, marking off and tapping 15 maple 
trees and plotting their locations on a 
map. Mathematics was used as students 
collected data from the amount of sap 
they got from each tree and learned 
about how many taps a tree can have 
depending on its diameter and size. 
While outside, Altitude students set 
up a “kitchen” of four propane heaters 
to boil the sap for it to become maple 
syrup. 

APRIL
APRIL 4’s top story reported how 

Windham High Windham senior Tay-
la Pelletier has set nine indoor track 
and field school records, competed in 
four Pentathlons since her sophomore 
year and navigated five championship 
meets in a row to finish third nation-
ally in the Adidas Track Nationals at 
Virgina Beach, Virgina. She exceeded 
her goal and scored 3,241 points in the 
pentathlon; an event which consists of 
hurdles, high jump, shot put, long jump 
and an 800-meter run. Pelletier is the 
first Windham High School athlete to 

qualify for a Nationals Pentathlon com-
petition. “I was definitely nervous,” said 
Pelletier, about competing in the Adi-
das Track Nationals. “I wanted to keep 
a positive mindset because if you think 
positive, you can do good and you got 
to believe in yourself. If you don’t be-
lieve in yourself, you’re not going to do 
good. I wanted to do the best I could do 
on the given day; I knew I could reach 
3,000 points, which was my goal.” Pel-
letier’s Pentathlon score from the 2025 
New Year’s Invitational at the Univer-
sity of Southern Maine in Gorham in 
January earned her entry to compete 
in the Pentathlon at the 2025 Adidas 
Track Nationals. “Tayla’s accomplish-
ments and her medals truly repre-
sent what no one ever sees behind the 
scenes,” said Windham High indoor 
track and field coach Jeff Riddle. “That’s 
where the magic happens. The symbol 
of the medal, the place in the podium 
and the state championships is a val-
idation of all of her hard work put in, 
her work on her mindset to build that 
capacity. It was an honor to watch her 
perform it.”

The top story for APRIL 11 was 
about the television series “Hearts of 
New England” to debut a third season 
on Amazon Prime later in the year. The 
series is a drama based in Maine and 
filmed using Windham locations with 
an all-New England cast. “Hearts of 
New England” is created, written, and 
directed by Justin Fortin and he also 
stars as a soldier who returns to his 
Maine home after serving in a war, only 
to become embroiled in a war at home 
as he learns that his father is deeply con-
nected to the mob. He’s also caught in a 
love triangle between characters played 

by Caitlynn McCauley and Kris Salvi, 
and it seems like his quest for peace in 
his life turns out to be a never-ending 
war. When not filming “Hearts of New 
England,” Fortin works as the Assistant 
Director for Shaw’s Supermarket in 
Windham and formerly worked for the 
Windham Walmart as a manager. “We 
film in Windham all the time. Local 
businesses here in Windham have been 
very good to us,” Fortin said. “Filming 

here honestly feels like returning home. 
I have lots of friends here between the 
Walmart in Windham that I previously 
worked for, and the Windham Shaw’s I 
currently work for.” According to For-
tin, the “Hearts of New England” se-
ries has been very popular with Maine 
viewers since its inception, originally 
airing on Great Falls TV on YouTube, 
and now has found a nationwide audi-

continued on page 12
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ence when it was selected to air on Am-
azon Prime in 2023.

For APRIL 18, the top story detailed 
how a Windham Lions Club mem-
ber was awarded the highest form of 
recognition possible for a Lions Club 
member. Evelyn Brissette was present-
ed with the Melvin Jones Fellowship 
Award during its April meeting for her 
humanitarian qualities such as com-
passion, concern, and generosity to 
the Windham community. The award 
is named after the original founder, 
secretary and treasurer of Lions Inter-
national who established the organiza-

tion to improve health and well-being, 
strengthen communities and support 
those in need through humanitarian 
services and grants that impact lives 
locally and globally, and encourage 
peace and international understand-
ing. Brissette served as president of the 
Windham Lions Club for several years 
and created the club’s Adopt-A-Family 
program that provides Christmas gifts 
to families in need in the Windham 
Community. She also has participated 
in community meals and the RSU 14 
Backpack Program and volunteers for 
the Windham Parks and Recreation 

Department and at senior citizen lun-
cheons. She’s active in the Lions Club’s 
eyeglass screening, Touch-A-Truck, the 
Windham Lions Annual Craft Fair, 
Stuff the Bus, and many other commu-
nity activities. “I have always enjoyed 
doing whatever I can to make life as 
good as possible for others,” Brissette 
said. “The Windham Lions Club has 
given me the opportunities that I need-
ed to get out there and do even more.”

APRIL 25’s top story reported on 
Windham’s Pearl Grant being present-
ed with the Boston Post Cane by Wind-
ham Town Clerk Linda Morrell as the 
oldest town resident. Grant turned 100 
in June and remains an active church-
goer and hosts a bible study group at 
her home every week. She graduated 
from Windham High School in 1943 
and says that her family and God are 
key elements of her life as she’s about 
to reach the centenarian milestone that 
only 0.027 percent of Americans live to. 
“Now that I’ve lived this long, I honestly 
can’t see a big difference from being 99 
and being 100,” Grant said. “It’s about 
the same to me. God has certainly 
blessed me to live this long.” During her 
visit with Grant, Morrell read a citation 
recognizing Grant’s longevity and Pearl 
recalled that she was present when 
Morrell gave the cane to her mother 
Ethel in 2001. Ethel Verrill had the cane 
as Windham’s oldest resident until she 

passed away in 2007. Windham’s first 
Boston Post Cane recipient was Elijah 
Cook in 1909, and now that distinction 
belongs to Grant, who succeeds the late 
Hazel Gilman as the cane recipient. Gil-
man died last October at the age of 106.

MAY
MAY 2’s top story was about Wind-

ham High School graduate Robyn 
Hurder, who stars in the new hit Broad-
way musical “Smash” that opened at 
the Imperial Theatre in New York City 
on April 10. It’s a role that secures her 
place in Broadway history after years of 
performing in the cast of 22 Broadway 
shows and receiving a Tony Award nom-
ination in 2020 for her part in “Moulin 
Rouge.” She graduated in 2000 from 
Windham High School and is a former 
member of the Windham Chamber 
Singers and studied dance at the Maine 
State Ballet. Her mother enrolled Robyn 
at age 7 in a dance studio in Scarbor-
ough. She says that she liked the tap 
and ballet lessons there but by age 8, 
she wanted out to spend time playing 
with her friends from school. When 
the dance studio added jazz dance that 
spring, her interest in choreography 
intensified. Dr. Richard Nickerson, the 
director of the Windham Chamber 
Singers, said Hurder was a special tal-
ent. “There are some students that, from 

continued on page 13
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the moment you meet them, you know 
they are destined for greatness,” Nicker-
son said. “Robyn was one of those stu-
dents I knew that she could do whatever 
she set her mind to. She is as genuine a 
person as you will ever meet. She has a 
positive energy about her that lights up 
a room. She always worked incredibly 
hard  yet never complained. She is the 
kind of person that everyone wants to 
be around because she always  makes 
you feel like a better person. I remember 
her singing voice, but what really sticks 
out in my memory is her laugh. She tru-
ly loves life.”

For MAY 9, the top story was The Pat 
Moody Foundation offering a $2,500 
scholarship to a graduating Windham 
student-athlete. It will be given to some-
one who knows and displays the mean-
ing of community, volunteerism, school 
pride, work ethic, sportsmanship and 
is a positive influence on those around 
them – just like the late Pat Moody was. 
This scholarship is currently targeted 
towards student-athletes, although ath-
letic achievement is only one of the cri-
teria, and not the primary factor in de-
cision making. They are looking for the 
most community-minded athlete who 
is a great role model, not necessarily the 
most successful athlete. While they do 
focus on Moody’s love of basketball, the 
foundation wants to support as many 
students in as many ways as possible. 
“He would be thrilled to see this op-
portunity provided to someone that he 
probably watched grow up (at least these 
first few years),” said Moody’s older sis-
ter Tracey Lydon, president of The Pat 
Moody Foundation. “He would love the 
fact that the community has supported 
this foundation in such a huge way that 

is allowing for these opportunities, but 
he was always one to do things quiet-
ly without fanfare. He would be very 
much supporting this from the fact 
that it is helping to bring about positive 
impacts and change in the community 
he loved. Imagine the community we 
can continue to build upon if our first 
thoughts were about others and how we 
could support them; this scholarship 
aims to be a catalyst for change not just 
to its recipients, but those that choose to 
apply knowing the expectations asked 
of them to be eligible.”

MAY 16’s top story was about a dra-
matic successful search to find a lost dog 
named Pearl, who is owned by Dawn 
Elwell of Raymond. Pearl had escaped 
from a groomer in Raymond and had 
disappeared on April 30 and after four 
days of searching for Pearl and running 
out of hope, Elwell hired Rob Russell’s 
2A TAC Air Ops Drone Services of 
Barrington, New Hampshire to see if he 
could do something to help. Russell is 
a former police officer and U.S. Army 
infantryman who was wounded in 
combat in Afghanistan. He now owns 
a drone equipped with thermal tech-
nology that can be used in searches for 
missing people and pets. Russell con-
tacted Carmen Brothers of Professional 
Pet Trackers of Virgina to assist in the 
search for Pearl, and she brought along 
her almost 2-year-old black lab named 
K9 Finley whom Brothers had trained 
and has been working on cases with her 
since December. Russell said during 
their extensive search they had to fig-
ure out where Pearl was bedding down 
and hiding and Pearl was ultimately 
recovered roughly 18 hours after they 
finished the tracking activities, and the 

drone landed.  On Sunday, May 4, she 
received a phone call informing her that 
Pearl had been found. “That feeling was 
something I had dreamt about for the 
longest five days of my life,” she said. 
“I do not believe I could have done this 
without this team of experts.” 

For MAY 23, the top story covered 
plans by the Maine State Society for 
the Protection of Animals in Wind-
ham for a new $1.5 million fundraising 
campaign to assist the organization in 
building a new intake barn for abused 
and neglected horses to heal and re-
cover. Kathy Woodbrey, MSSPA’s Ex-
ecutive Director, said that plans for the 

“Safe Place to Land” intake barn have 
been carefully weighed and discussed 
for the past two years, and the fund-
raising campaign has already reached 
more than halfway toward its $1.5 mil-
lion goal. MSSPA Advancement Direc-
tor Peg Keyser said that in the last five 
years, the number of horses arriving at 
MSSPA has surged with many coming 
from cases of severe neglect, abuse, or 
with significant medical challenges. As 
the complexity of these cases grows, so 
does the urgency for a dedicated space 
where incoming horses can receive the 
care they desperately need. The “Safe 

continued on page 14
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Place to Land” campaign has already a 
matching gift of $500,000 from the Mc-
Culloch Family of Southern Maine 
who will be extended the opportunity 
to name the new barn. The site for the 
new intake barn sits on 7 acres of MS-
SPA’s 124-acre property on River Road 
in Windham. Plans call for the intake 
barn to be open-air with eight wood-
en stalls. The contractor for the intake 
barn project will be Jim Brown and site-

YEAR IN REVIEW

work will be completed by Shaw Broth-
ers Construction. 

MAY 30’s top story reported on the 
announcement by Windham Town 
Manager Barry Tibbetts that he will 
step down from the position effective 
June 30 and the Windham Town Coun-
cil appointing Assistant Town Manag-
er Robert Burns to succeed Tibbetts as 
Town Manager. Tibbetts has served as 
Windham’s Town Manager since No-
vember 2019, first on an interim ba-
sis and then was made the permanent 
town manager in March 2020. He came 
to Windham with extensive municipal 
experience and experience in local gov-
ernment, administrative operations, 
budgeting, regulatory functions, and 
community relations and had served 
as the Kennebunk Town Manager 
through 2017. Burns joined Windham 
as the town’s first Assistant Town Man-
ager in December 2021. He graduated 
from Yarmouth High School before ob-
taining a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Forest Engineering from the University 
of Maine at Orono. Following college, 
Burns worked both in Maryland in 
Public Works and in Florida as a con-
sulting environmental engineer. After 
that, he returned to Maine and served 
as the Public Works Director and Town 
Engineer in Gorham for 18 years.

JUNE
For JUNE 6, the top story was about 

Afomiya Timerga, who personifies 
the definition of overcoming personal 
challenges to achieve joy and happiness 
among Windham High School’s Class 
of 2025 graduates. She moved to the 
United States at the age of 5 from her 
birthplace of Ethiopia, speaking very 
little English but embracing the endless 
possibilities of freedom and living in a 
nation free of war, poverty, disease, and 
a daily struggle to survive. It wasn’t easy 
at first to fit in, but she did her best to 
adapt to her new life with her mother 
in Portland. “The hardest part was ad-
justing to a new country,” Timerga said. 
“When you’re younger it is easier to pick 
up on things. I tried to make friends and 
learn the language.” Having attended 
elementary school in Portland, another 
huge transition took place in Timerga’s 
life when her mother, Abebanesh Ab-
dela, purchased a home in Windham 
and her family, including Afomiya, her 
brother Musea Timo, and her sister Mi-
naida Timon, relocated here when she 
was halfway through seventh grade. “It 
was like I was starting over again,” she 
said. “At my school in Portland I knew 
everyone, but here I didn’t know any-
body in Windham and felt isolated and 
alone. But eventually I made friends at 
Windham Middle School and things 
gradually improved.” In 2015, she joined 
her mother in becoming a U.S. citizen 
during a ceremony in Portland. During 
her time at Windham High School, she 
tried to avoid the spotlight to some ex-
tent but worked to consistently make a 
positive impact at the school. “Whether 
it was through my involvement in the 
Black Student Union, where I worked to 
create a more inclusive and supportive 
environment, or simply by encouraging 

others and staying true to who I am, 
I’ve always aimed to lead by example,” 
Timerga said. 

JUNE 13’s top story was the passage 
by a margin of 200 votes of the RSU 14 
annual budget by voters in Windham 
and Raymond during an election. In 
Windham, voters rejected the proposed 
$67.8 million budget, with 651 votes in 
favor and 676 voting no. But 408 vot-
ers in Raymond cast ballots approving 
the budget and 183 voted no. The com-
bined totals resulted in 1,059 votes to 
approve the budget with 859 opposed. 
The budget represents a 12.75 percent 
increase over last year’s $60,185,403 
budget, with a 6.4 percent increase 
stemming from the construction of 
the new Windham Raymond Middle 
School. To offset that, the  school dis-
trict will receive an additional state 
subsidy to cover almost half of the in-
crease, resulting in an impact to tax-
payers of 6.5 percent. Included in the 
RSU 14 budget  are regular operating 
expense increases and a Pre-K expan-
sion program.  In Raymond, two new 
members of the town’s Board of Select-
men were elected for three-year terms. 
Christopher Hanson received 350 
votes, and Kaela Gonzalez tallied 328 
votes to earn seats on the Select Board. 
Hanson is the code enforcement offi-
cer for Raymond and graduated from 
the University of Maine Orono. He 
also serves as a member of Raymond’s 
Budget-Finance Committee. Gonzalez 
is a program coordinator with the city 
of Portland and has a degree in Health 
Science. She has served on various 
town committees including the town’s 
most recent Comprehensive Plan Com-

continued on page 16
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difference in my sisters quality of life. After 
attending for a couple of months, my sister 

became a full time resident. The Living Well 
Adult Day Program made her transition a 

smooth and comfortable one.

“

” 

®

YEAR IN REVIEW

mittee and she formerly worked for the 
Town of Raymond.

For JUNE 20, the top story was 
about Windham’s $8.9 million munic-
ipal budget passing through a series 
of unexpected developments during 
a marathon 4 ½ hour Annual Town 
Meeting on Saturday, June 14. Voters 
questioned nearly each of the 30 town 
warrant articles, wanting explanations 
for increases in spending and sharing 

their opinions about budgeting pro-
posals put forward by the Windham 
Town Council. Voters rejected Article 
7 asking for approval of a municipal 
budget of $39.9 million, and that meant 
votes were required for each of the next 
11 articles. Among those, only Article 
8, asking for an increase of 11.39 per-
cent and $8.9 million funding general 
government operations for fiscal year 
2025-2026 was defeated by voters as 

determined by the moderator. Article 8 
included funding for Windham Town 
Hall offices and services and some con-
tractual expenses, such as benefits for 
town police officers. Article 22, a pro-
posal to construct a new North Wind-
ham Public Safety Building behind 
Hannaford Supermarket off Route 302, 
involved a lengthy discussion and many 
questions raised by voters about acquir-
ing the site property, housing a Cum-
berland County Sheriff’s Patrol Office 
in the building, and the need to replace 
the current North Windham Fire Sta-
tion on Route 302, a structure built in 
1960. Approving the article would add 
5 cents to the town’s millage rate yet 
voters approved it, agreeing to its $10 
million cost through a combination of 
$4 million in Tax Increment Financ-
ing, using $2.4 million from the town’s 
General Fund, using impact fees of $1.1 
million and obtaining a general obliga-
tion bond of $2.5 million. After the 30 
articles had been discussed and voted 
upon, the implications of the rejection 
of Article 8 would mean, including the 
difficulty of rescheduling and legally 
posting another town meeting, shut-
ting down Windham Town Hall on July 
1, potentially laying off employees and 
not having necessary revenue to meet 
contractual bills and defaulting on 
town obligations was reviewed. Follow-
ing a discussion about amending the 
budget, a vote to amend the $8.9 mil-
lion was voted down and then Article 8 
as originally proposed was then passed 
by those remaining in attendance. 

JUNE 27’S top story was a celebra-
tion for Windham High School’s var-
sity girls’ lacrosse and softball teams, 
which both made program history 

on Saturday, June 21 by winning state 
championships. The second-ranked 
WHS girls’ lacrosse team won the pro-
gram’s first-ever Class A State Title 
in defeating top-ranked Kennebunk 
12-9 at Fitzpatrick Stadium in Port-
land. The second-ranked WHS softball 
team won its second-ever Class A State 
Championship in three years when it 
shut out seventh-ranked Edward Lit-
tle 7-0 at Saint Joseph’s College. Both 
Windham teams had amazing seasons 
with lacrosse winning 17 games con-
secutively with only one loss during 
the entire season, and softball finished 
its season with a record of 18-2. WHS 
girls’ lacrosse members include seniors 
Sophie Allen, Grace Joly, Lauren Jor-
dan; juniors Abby Trainor, Neve Led-
better, Demetria Nicholas, Elizabeth 
Baker, Mady Donnelly, Brianna Duar-
te, Alyssa Cooper, Olivia McPherson; 
sophomores Morgan McLain, Grayson 
Cornish, Gracie McPherson, Charlie 
Scanlon, Libby Hartwell, Avery Adams, 
manager Allegresse Kawaya; freshmen 
Brooklyn Roy, Anna Bowie, Morgan 
Clark, Maria Rose, Madison Buzul-
chuck. and Lauren Valle. WHS softball 
team members include seniors Stella 
Jarvais, Kyla Harvie, Lydia Marden, 
Chloe Edwards, Kennedy Kimball; ju-
niors Oakley McLeod, Jezabelle Pinto, 
Nola Bryant, Lacie Higgins, Addison 
Caiazzo, Chloe Delewski; sophomores 
Kaylee Napolitano, Evelyn Anderson, 
Kiley Card, Sarah Smyth, Abhilasha 
Jain and freshmen Evelyn Robinson 
and Yani Kostopoulos. 

JULY
JULY 4’s top story was about Ray-

continued on page 17
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DO YOU OWN A BUSINESS? 
GROW IN 2026!

PICKING UP NEW
CLIENTS OR PATIENTS?

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU?
BELIEVES IN BUILDING 
RELATIONSHIPS!

MORE REFERRALS 
WOULD BE GREAT FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS?

IF YES, ACTION ITEM: SEND EMAIL TO Offi ce@BNIMaine.com
to find a chapter near you that fits your schedule and has your 
professional seat open.

EAGER TO WORK WITH 
OTHER LIKE MINDED 
PROFESSIONALS?

BNI Maine has over 500 Members and 20 chapters. Each 
chapter is one person per profession. DON’T WAIT!

Is there a local 
networking group that 
will help me grow my 

business?

BNI Maine, 585 Roosevelt Trail, Windham | 207-894-7200 | www.BNIMaine.com

THERE IS!THERE IS!

BNI WORKS FOR US!!
� e
Roofer

� e Graphic
Designer

� e Salon 
Owner

� e 
Dentist

� e
Lawyer

� e AI 
Specialist

see COMEDIANS Page 19

Andrine Belliveau, DVM • Kelsey Kincaid, DVM • Katherine E. Seavey, DVM

554 Roosevelt Trail, Windham • M, W & F 8-5;  T & Th 8-6; Sat 8-12

892-7575 • LakeRegionAnimalHospital.com

WISHES FOR A WISHES FOR A 
WONDERFULWONDERFUL 22 2626

682 ROOSEVELT TRAIL, WINDHAM
207-892-5695

HERE’S TO 
A GREAT

The New Year is the 
perfect time to say 
thank you to our 

customers for your 
continued patronage. 

We’re excited to keep 
taking care of your 
vehicles in 2026!

YEAR IN REVIEW

mond’s new Code Enforcement Officer 
Jason Williamson, who had been serv-
ing as the town’s assistant Code En-
forcement Officer, but was promoted to 
his new position after Chris Hanson was 
selected to the Raymond Select Board 
in June. A graduate of the University 
of New Hampshire with a background 
in carpentry and building, Williamson 
says he finds his code enforcement job 
to be both challenging and rewarding. 
“The biggest challenges, I would say are 
when you’re dealing with some issues 
that crop up with neighbors,” he said. 
“It seems like you’re taking sides … but 
you’re really trying to be fair and not 
infringe on anybody’s rights.” Getting 
people to see the other side’s point of 
view “can be extremely difficult,” he 
said. An important part of the job, Wil-
liamson says, has to do with enforcing 
shoreline zoning and protecting the 
waterways, as much of the building that 
takes place in Raymond is along or near 
lakes. “Protecting the water quality, 
making sure and informing homeown-
ers when they are doing projects in and 
around the lakes and showing them 
how to do it in a manner that’s going 
to be respectful to the lake,” is one of 
his biggest responsibilities. Williamson 
said, “Everybody wants to do what they 
want with their property, but most peo-
ple understand that there’s a responsi-
bility of being down by the water. When 
you get people who understand is the 
most rewarding, I would say.”

The top story for JULY 11 reported 
on the Town of Raymond’s intention 
to apply for a grant later this summer 
to help the town prepare for climate 
change. The Raymond Select Board 
conducted a workshop where residents 

and Select Board members discussed 
priorities of how the grant, if approved, 
could be best be put to use. During 
the workshop, which was led by Lucy 
Perkins of Siler Climate Consulting, 
community members were invited to 
share their thoughts about how the 
town could use grant funding to make 
the town more resilient in planning for 
climate change. Funds can be used to 
support projects that reduce energy use 
and costs and make communities more 
resilient to climate change effects, such 
as flooding, extreme weather, drought, 
and public health impacts. The town of 
Raymond has contracted with Siler Cli-
mate Consulting, together with North 
Star Planning, for assistance in enroll-
ing in the Community Resilience Part-
nership, a program under the Maine 
Governor’s Office of Policy Innova-
tion and the Future and applying for a 
Community Action Grant that would 
range between $50,000 and $75,000. 
The grants are funded through a mix 
of federal and state sources. According 
to Perkins, so far 263 Maine munici-
palities have enrolled in the program, 
which encompasses about two-thirds 
of the state’s population; and a large 
percentage of those communities have 
received funding.

JULY 18’s top story was about 
Windham High School graduate Brady 
Afthim, who has dreamed of playing 
Major League Baseball since he was a 
child competing in Windham Little 
League. His dream took a step clos-
er when the Cincinnati Reds selected 
him in the 13th round of the 2025 MLB 
Draft with the 384th pick this week. A 
right-handed pitcher who dominated 
opponents while playing for Windham 

High School, Afthim, 22, was the clos-
er for the University of Connecticut 
Huskies after graduating from WHS in 
2021. At Windham, he was honored as 
Maine Gatorade Player of the Year, was 
USA Today Player of the Year in Maine, 
and was recognized as First Team 
All-Southern Maine Athletic Associ-
ation as both a pitcher and a catcher. 
He also won the John Winkin Award 
designating him as the top senior high 
school baseball player in Maine in 
2021 and he was named as the recipi-
ent of the 2021 Mr. Baseball in Maine 
Award. This year as a senior, Afthim 
closed out his college career as second 

in UConn history with 92 appearanc-
es. He was tied for 8th place overall in 
team history with 17 career saves and 
he posted the lowest opponent batting 
average in Huskies’ history at just .211. 
Afthim also had a career-low 2.45 ERA, 
earned nine saves and had two wins as 
the team’s closer. In 22 appearances, he 
racked up 53 strikeouts. Afthim signed 
with Cincinnati and played for its 
Rookie League team in Goodyear, Ar-
izona and was promoted to its Single-A 
affiliate at Daytona Beach in the Florida 
State League by the end of the season.    

The top story for JULY 25 was about 
continued on page 17
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Tree Cutting/Removal/Pruning - Stump Grinding
Shoreland Zone Permitting/Cutting – Storm Damage Prevention/Cleanup

ALWAYS HIRING – 100% EMPLOYEE OWNED

From the entire crew at Q-Team!From the entire crew at Q-Team!

We appreciateWe appreciate
your continued patronage!your continued patronage!

Naples, Maine  • 693-3831

HappyHappy
New YearNew Year

www.Q-Team.com

The VFW Post 10643 would like to The VFW Post 10643 would like to 
take this opportunity to wish you all take this opportunity to wish you all 
a wonderful 2026 and thank all our a wonderful 2026 and thank all our 

members, volunteers & supporters for members, volunteers & supporters for 
your hard-work and dedication to us!your hard-work and dedication to us!

MAKE

A YEAR TO 
REMEMBER...

HAPPY NEW YEAR! HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
HERE’S TO ANOTHER YEARHERE’S TO ANOTHER YEAR
OF SERVICE, FELLOWSHIP,OF SERVICE, FELLOWSHIP,

AND COMMUNITY.AND COMMUNITY.

TO GET INVOLVED OR BECOME 
A MEMBER, CONTACT US!

PO Box 1776,
Windham, ME 04062

Jeff Cook 207-520-9537

HAPPYHAPPY
NEW NEW 
YEAR!YEAR!

Free Estimates
Veteran Owned

Husband/Wife Team
Fully Insured

207.595.9568 • harmonscleaningservices@gmail.com207.595.9568 • harmonscleaningservices@gmail.com

We’ll make We’ll make 
your homeyour home
SPARKLE SPARKLE in in 

20262026

 
WWW.SALTSPAWELLNESS.COM

585 Roosevelt Trail, Windham | 207-910-5100

HappyHappy
New Year!New Year!

As the New Year begins,As the New Year begins,
we give thanks for your support andwe give thanks for your support and
we invite you to pause, breathe deep,we invite you to pause, breathe deep,
and embrace a year of calm, balance,and embrace a year of calm, balance,

and renewal. Wishing you peace, wellness,and renewal. Wishing you peace, wellness,
and restoration in the year ahead!and restoration in the year ahead!

Mason Hall, 11, a skilled artist who has 
been honored as the first-ever winner 
of the Finance Authority of Maine’s 
(FAME) “Design Your Dream Mon-
ey Contest.” The contest was created 
this spring and intended to help raise 
awareness of the importance of teach-
ing financial skills to younger students 
in partnership with the Alfond Scholar-
ship Foundation. Students in first grade 
through sixth grade were invited to cre-

YEAR IN REVIEW

ate their own $500 bill using a template 
created by FAME. Hall was a student 
in Lynne Latham’s fifth-grade class-
room at Jordan-Small Middle School 
this past spring and he joined his class-
mates in learning about basic financial 
education, capped off by the students 
entering FAME’s “Design Your Dream 
Money Contest.” During a school as-
sembly before classes let out for the 
summer in June, Jordan-Small Middle 

School students cheered when Hall was 
announced as this year’s “Design Your 
Dream Money” contest winner. For his 
winning design, Hall received an Ama-
zon gift card and a box of prizes includ-
ing a T-shirt with his $500 bill design 
printed on it. “I was really surprised by 
winning,” he said. “I truly felt like I ac-
complished something.”

AUGUST
AUG. 1’s top article told the story 

of Brysen Sheridan of Raymond, 10, 
whose dream of building his own boat 
and taking it out on the water came 
true. He spent more than 10 months 
designing his own boat and working 
to pay for materials to build it. The son 
of Rob and Chanelle Sheridan of Ray-
mond, Brysen came up with the idea 
for a small boat last fall. “I just had the 
idea and wanted to make it happen,” he 
said. “I thought of the idea before bed 
one night and I drew it out and started 
making it the next day.” He first had to 
figure out how to pay for the building 
materials he needed to construct the 
boat and then saved to purchase them. 
Throughout the winter, Brysen shoveled 
snow from driveways and sidewalks 
for his neighbors and helped them 
with yard work. As the weather slowly 
warmed up this spring, he earned some 
additional money from mowing lawns 
and stacking firewood. Working steadi-
ly in his family’s garage and outside 

in his yard from his initial design, the 
boat project began to take shape.  The 
project was wrapped up on July 11 and 
resulted in a vessel measuring about 6 
feet by 2 feet. He named his new boat 
“the unsinkable” and tested it out with 
his family watching to ensure it was 
safe to be out on the water. During the 
summer, Brysen has taken his younger 
brother Bennett (Benny), 5, out on the 
water for a fishing trip on “the unsink-
able” on a small cove near Jordan Bay 
in Raymond. “You can do whatever you 
put your mind to,” he said. “I’d tell oth-
er kids wanting to build a boat to stick 
with it even if it’s hard.” 

The top story for AUG. 8 reported 
how a Windham family had their faith 
tested and strengthened their resolve 
when their 22-year-old son, who was 
working as an electrician and was in-
stalling solar panels on a roof in King-
field, suddenly fell 20 feet to the ground 
and sustained multiple breaks in his 
T-11 vertebrae which smashed and put 
pressure on his spinal cord. It left him 
paralyzed and struggling to cope while 
his parents did their best to lift his spir-
its and motivate him to go on. “One of 
the hardest things for me is not being 
able to make things better for him,” said 
his mother, Kathleen March.  “I can’t 
heal his broken heart. I can’t promise or 
even tell him he will get better because 
it’s an unknown of time and faith. It’s 

continued on page 19
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Windham Mall, 795 Roosevelt Trail, Windham
207-572-4514

Check out our website for all 19 locations!

Thank you for sharing
in our adventures!

Visit us @renys.com

One of the greatest joys of this season is the 
opportunity to say thank you for your business 
and to wish you the very best for the New Year.

Corner of Routes 302 & 85, Corner of Routes 302 & 85, RaymondRaymondOpen
Daily

7am-7pm

207-655-1196 ~ View our menus at: thegoodlifemarket.com

Let’s Let’s 
ToastToast

to the NEW YEAR!

We wish you and yours a Happy New Year filled
with good health, luck, success & happiness!!

We feel fortunate to have the supportWe feel fortunate to have the support
of customers and friends like you,of customers and friends like you,
and we look forward to continuingand we look forward to continuing
to be here for all you need in 2026.to be here for all you need in 2026.

KEEP UP WITH OUR NEW PRODUCTS
& EVENTS ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

We have lots of We have lots of 
tasty options!tasty options!

DO YOUR NEW YEAR’S
DO YOUR NEW YEAR’S

GOALS INCLUDE EATING
GOALS INCLUDE EATING

LOW CARB FOODS?
LOW CARB FOODS?

WE WISH WE WISH 
YOU HEALTH, YOU HEALTH, 
HAPPINESS,HAPPINESS,
& SUCCESS& SUCCESS

IN THEIN THE
NEW YEAR!NEW YEAR!

744 ROOSEVELT TRAIL, WINDHAM • 207-894-5833
Learn about us at: AllMedNE.com

SERVICES
THAT FEEL

LIKE FAMILY

Happy New Year!

HOME CARE

YEAR IN REVIEW

been hard to see our son who was just 
beginning his life in his chosen career, 
enjoying it and doing well to lose it all, 
including the possibility to be able to 
return to that job as he did it.” Parish-
ioners at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Church in Windham rallied to 
help and support Brian and Kathleeen 
March and so did American Legion 
Post 148 in Windham. The couple’s 
son, Ethan, is doing better now and in 
a motorized wheelchair and aiming to 
become a pilot. 

AUG. 15’s top story was about Gre-
ta Paulding, a 2023 Windham High 
School graduate, who has found swing 
dance to be her way of not only coping 
with stress, but also noticed improve-
ments physically, mentally, and socially. 
This is the second year that Paulding 
has served as president of the Windham 
Swing Dance Club, a group she found-
ed. When she left for college in the fall of 
2023, she decided to join a swing dance 
club for an extra-curricular activity and 
found that she not only enjoyed it, but 
also noticed improvements in her life 
mentally, physically, and socially. She 
decided to bring the idea back home 
when she came to Windham for sum-
mer break and started a high school 
swing dance club, open for incoming 
students, current high school students, 
and recent graduates. “We started off 
very small withia group of around eight 
people,” says Paulding. “It was small, 
but the people who attended were loyal 
and would invite other people; we had 
a lot of fun. Coming back this year, we 
have grown to between 20 to 30 regu-
lars and about 20 attendees each event.” 
Since the club’s inception students from 
South Portland, Durham, and even stu-

dents from New Hampshire have trav-
eled to swing dance with the Windham 
Swing Dance Club. 

The top story for AUG. 22 was about  
Windham attorney, Katie Winchen-
bach, who won the National United 
States Mrs. 2025 Pageant. After win-
ning the title of United States of Ameri-
ca’s Mrs. Maine for 2024, Winchenbach 
was crowned National United States 
Mrs. 2025 at the National United States 
Pageant, held in Hershey, Pennsylvania 
from July 28 to Aug. 1. “In 2024 I com-
peted for the United States of America 
(USOA) pageant system.  This time I 
competed in the National United States 
pageant,” Winchenbach said. “I chose 
to switch to National United States 
because  the pageant has a significant 
community service focus through the 
‘Crowns Making an Impact’ initia-
tive and I felt that it was more close-
ly aligned with my personal values and 
goals.” Beside winning the national 
title, Winchenbach was honored at the 
pageant with the  Diamond Crowns 
Making an Impact ™ Award  for her 
dedication to volunteering and com-
munity service. She is passionate about 
advancing women’s leadership, break-
ing barriers, and inspiring confidence 
in women of all ages. Winchenbach is 
the founder of Lead Fearlessly, a move-
ment and podcast dedicated to elevat-
ing women’s voices, sharing stories of 
resilience, and providing actionable 
strategies for personal and profession-
al growth. She is also the designer be-
hind  a new clothing line created to 
inspire confidence through bold, em-
powering designs. “This title means 
more than a crown and sash. To me, 
it’s a platform to encourage women to 

embrace their full potential, trust their 
intuition, and step boldly into leader-
ship,” Winchenbach said. “I’m honored 
to represent the National United States 
Pageant system and to connect with 
women across the country who are 
ready to lead fearlessly.”

AUG. 29’s top story reported about 
the new Roosevelt Trail Maine Histo-
ry Tour featuring eight important lo-
cal historical sites which will be open 
to the public with free admission. The 
self-guided auto or bike tour includes 
open houses and some guided tours 
and stretches all the way from West-
brook to Harrison along the historic 

Roosevelt Trail. Brochures are available 
throughout the area and include a list 
of participating historical sites and mu-
seums, a trail map, and museum pro-
files and missions. Margaret Myatt is 
the publicity coordinator for Nathaniel 
Hawthorne’s Boyhood Home and the 
Hawthorne Community Association in 
Raymond and says that she is looking 
forward to the tour and hopes to spread 
the word to the community. “It should 
be a fun event if we can get people out 
there. I hope it is a well-received event,” 
she said. “It is sort of an open-house 
road show of history sites, informal, 

continued on page 22
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Upcoming Programs/Events

or call 892-1905, or visit us at Town Hall, 8 School Rd

Mark your 
calendar 
NOW for 

these exciting 
programs & 

events!

additional Information:
For the most up-to-date ways to learn about our programs,
check our website, opt into our email notifications, request to
receive our Senior newsletter by mail & follow us on Facebook. 

For more information or to register for any of our programs, please 
go to rec.us/windham or visit us at Windham Town Hall, 8 School 
Road. Please note that there are registration start and end dates 
for many of our programs. Registration may be allowed after the 
registration deadline if space allows. Please call 207-892-1905 or email: 
parks&recreation@windhammaine.us to check for availability.

January 
through 

April
2026

2026 Registration opens Monday, 
April 13 for Windham residents!!

Info & FAQ’s available on our website

We have a new registration portal!
Go to rec.us/windham to make an account

& register for upcoming programs!

discounted tickets & passes:
H PLEASANT MOUNTAIN UNLIMITED NIGHT
     SEASON PASS – SALE ENDS January 19
H DUNDEE PARK 2026 SEASON PASSES
     ON SALE starting Monday, March 16

Family Events
H FEBRUARY FORMAL – Friday, February 6
    at Windham Middle School
H LIGHT UP THE NIGHT – Friday, March 13
    at Windham Middle School
H FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT – Friday, March 27
    at Windham Town Hall

youth programs
for grades K-5:
H HIGH TOUCH HIGH TECH - Grades K-3
      at Windham Primary School Art Room
     • Wednesdays, January 7 – February 11 – EARTHSCAPADES
      • Wednesdays, March 4 – April 8 – EARTH-O-SPHERE
H DISCOVERY SCIENCE: SLIME MASTERS - Grades 4 & 5
    at Manchester School Music Room 
    • Wednesdays, January 7 – March 11
H KARATE – Grades K-5
      at Windham Primary School Gym 
      • Tuesdays, March 17 – June 9
H NO SCHOOL DAYS - Grades K-5 
     Windham Town Hall Gym
     • February 19 – FAMILY TIME DINE & PLAY
     • February 20 – SEACOAST ADVENTURE TUBING
     • March 20 – BOWLING AT SPARE TIME PORTLAND

Adult programs & events:
H MEN’S 4X4 BASKETBALL LEAGUE –
      at Town Hall and Manchester Gyms
      Thursday nights beginning January 29th
H ADULT PICK-UP BASKETBALL –
      at Windham Primary School & Manchester Elementary Monday,
      Tuesday & Thursday nights; new session begins January 5
H SUNDAY OPEN GYM –  at Windham High School
     Next session begins February 8
     • Basketball - 8:00am – 10:00am
     • Volleyball - 10:00am – 1:00pm
H ADULT PICKLEBALL – at Foreside Fitness in Falmouth
      Saturdays in January, February & March starting January 3rd
      • BEGINNER PICKLEBALL - 10:30am-11:30am
       • COACHED PICKLEBALL PLAY - 11:30am-12:30pm
H AGE FRIENDLY LUNCHEON - January 19 & March 16
      at Windham Town Hall Gym

Adult & Senior Trips:
H MYSTERY LUNCHES - January 7, February 11 & March 11
H PORTLAND JETPORT TOUR - January 20 & January 21
H SEA LOVE CANDLE MAKING - January 28
H MAINE MILL MUSEUM - February 18
H ALMOST MAINE, SHOW & LUNCH - February 22
H MAINE MINERAL & GEM MUSEUM - March 19
H MAPLE SATURDAY AT PINELAND FARMS - March 21

community events
& Programs:
H SNOWSHOE LOAN PROGRAM –
     Borrow snowshoes from the Parks & Recreation office for
    adults & kids this winter! Call ahead for availability. 
H S’MORES & SKATE NIGHT – February 19
      at Donnabeth Lippman Park. Bring your own skates
H AUTUMN & WINTER PHOTO CONTEST 
     Submissions due by April 5th
H EASTER CELEBRATION – Grades 3 and under
     Saturday, April 4 at Windham Town Hall
H SPRINGTIME SEARCH – April 1 – April 30
      Scavenger hunt at Windham’s local parks!

pre-school programs
for ages 5 & under:
H KIDDIE GYM at Windham Town Hall Gym
     Every Monday & Wednesday 8:30-10AM until April 15
H CREATIVE MOVEMENT – Mondays, Jan 26 – March 9
      at Windham Public Library
H KIDDIE CRAFT – Wednesdays at Windham Town Hall Gym
     • February 11 – Valentine Cookie Decorating
      • April 1 – Easter Basket Decorating & Easter Egg Hunt

middle school programs
for grades 6-8:
H MINDS IN MOTION – 
    at Windham Middle School Cafeteria
    • Wednesdays, January 21 – March 11
H WMS EARLY RELEASE DAYS –
      • Wednesday, February 4  at Pleasant Mountain

senior programs:
H BINGO - at the Town Hall Gym
      January 5 & 26, February 9 & 23, March 9 & 23
H CANDLEPIN BOWLING - at Westport Lanes
       January 13, February 3, March 3
H CRIBBAGE - in the Town Hall Council Chambers
      Thursdays, January 8-March 26
H FITNESS FOUNDATIONS -  in the Town Hall Gym
      Tuesdays & Thursdays, January 6-March 26
      • Tuesdays: Chair Yoga 9:30am-10:15am, Sit/Stand Fitness 10:30am-11:15am
      • Thursdays: Chair Fitness 9:30am-10:15am, Sit/Stand Yoga 10:30am-11:15am
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Upcoming Programs/Events

or call 892-1905, or visit us at Town Hall, 8 School Rd

Mark your 
calendar 
NOW for 

these exciting 
programs & 

events!

additional Information:
For the most up-to-date ways to learn about our programs,
check our website, opt into our email notifications, request to
receive our Senior newsletter by mail & follow us on Facebook. 

For more information or to register for any of our programs, please 
go to rec.us/windham or visit us at Windham Town Hall, 8 School 
Road. Please note that there are registration start and end dates 
for many of our programs. Registration may be allowed after the 
registration deadline if space allows. Please call 207-892-1905 or email: 
parks&recreation@windhammaine.us to check for availability.

January 
through 

April
2026

2026 Registration opens Monday, 
April 13 for Windham residents!!

Info & FAQ’s available on our website

We have a new registration portal!
Go to rec.us/windham to make an account

& register for upcoming programs!

discounted tickets & passes:
H PLEASANT MOUNTAIN UNLIMITED NIGHT
     SEASON PASS – SALE ENDS January 19
H DUNDEE PARK 2026 SEASON PASSES
     ON SALE starting Monday, March 16

Family Events
H FEBRUARY FORMAL – Friday, February 6
    at Windham Middle School
H LIGHT UP THE NIGHT – Friday, March 13
    at Windham Middle School
H FAMILY TRIVIA NIGHT – Friday, March 27
    at Windham Town Hall

youth programs
for grades K-5:
H HIGH TOUCH HIGH TECH - Grades K-3
      at Windham Primary School Art Room
     • Wednesdays, January 7 – February 11 – EARTHSCAPADES
      • Wednesdays, March 4 – April 8 – EARTH-O-SPHERE
H DISCOVERY SCIENCE: SLIME MASTERS - Grades 4 & 5
    at Manchester School Music Room 
    • Wednesdays, January 7 – March 11
H KARATE – Grades K-5
      at Windham Primary School Gym 
      • Tuesdays, March 17 – June 9
H NO SCHOOL DAYS - Grades K-5 
     Windham Town Hall Gym
     • February 19 – FAMILY TIME DINE & PLAY
     • February 20 – SEACOAST ADVENTURE TUBING
     • March 20 – BOWLING AT SPARE TIME PORTLAND

Adult programs & events:
H MEN’S 4X4 BASKETBALL LEAGUE –
      at Town Hall and Manchester Gyms
      Thursday nights beginning January 29th
H ADULT PICK-UP BASKETBALL –
      at Windham Primary School & Manchester Elementary Monday,
      Tuesday & Thursday nights; new session begins January 5
H SUNDAY OPEN GYM –  at Windham High School
     Next session begins February 8
     • Basketball - 8:00am – 10:00am
     • Volleyball - 10:00am – 1:00pm
H ADULT PICKLEBALL – at Foreside Fitness in Falmouth
      Saturdays in January, February & March starting January 3rd
      • BEGINNER PICKLEBALL - 10:30am-11:30am
       • COACHED PICKLEBALL PLAY - 11:30am-12:30pm
H AGE FRIENDLY LUNCHEON - January 19 & March 16
      at Windham Town Hall Gym

Adult & Senior Trips:
H MYSTERY LUNCHES - January 7, February 11 & March 11
H PORTLAND JETPORT TOUR - January 20 & January 21
H SEA LOVE CANDLE MAKING - January 28
H MAINE MILL MUSEUM - February 18
H ALMOST MAINE, SHOW & LUNCH - February 22
H MAINE MINERAL & GEM MUSEUM - March 19
H MAPLE SATURDAY AT PINELAND FARMS - March 21

community events
& Programs:
H SNOWSHOE LOAN PROGRAM –
     Borrow snowshoes from the Parks & Recreation office for
    adults & kids this winter! Call ahead for availability. 
H S’MORES & SKATE NIGHT – February 19
      at Donnabeth Lippman Park. Bring your own skates
H AUTUMN & WINTER PHOTO CONTEST 
     Submissions due by April 5th
H EASTER CELEBRATION – Grades 3 and under
     Saturday, April 4 at Windham Town Hall
H SPRINGTIME SEARCH – April 1 – April 30
      Scavenger hunt at Windham’s local parks!

pre-school programs
for ages 5 & under:
H KIDDIE GYM at Windham Town Hall Gym
     Every Monday & Wednesday 8:30-10AM until April 15
H CREATIVE MOVEMENT – Mondays, Jan 26 – March 9
      at Windham Public Library
H KIDDIE CRAFT – Wednesdays at Windham Town Hall Gym
     • February 11 – Valentine Cookie Decorating
      • April 1 – Easter Basket Decorating & Easter Egg Hunt

middle school programs
for grades 6-8:
H MINDS IN MOTION – 
    at Windham Middle School Cafeteria
    • Wednesdays, January 21 – March 11
H WMS EARLY RELEASE DAYS –
      • Wednesday, February 4  at Pleasant Mountain

senior programs:
H BINGO - at the Town Hall Gym
      January 5 & 26, February 9 & 23, March 9 & 23
H CANDLEPIN BOWLING - at Westport Lanes
       January 13, February 3, March 3
H CRIBBAGE - in the Town Hall Council Chambers
      Thursdays, January 8-March 26
H FITNESS FOUNDATIONS -  in the Town Hall Gym
      Tuesdays & Thursdays, January 6-March 26
      • Tuesdays: Chair Yoga 9:30am-10:15am, Sit/Stand Fitness 10:30am-11:15am
      • Thursdays: Chair Fitness 9:30am-10:15am, Sit/Stand Yoga 10:30am-11:15am
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As we look back on 2025,
we remember all the

generous support you’ve
shown us. We are so grateful for 

your continued friendship.
Thanks for trusting the care of Thanks for trusting the care of 

your loved ones to us!your loved ones to us!

207-627-1126 ~ www.firstlighthomecare.com
944 Roosevelt Trail #15, Windham

MAY YOUR NEW YEAR BE FULL OF LOVE,
GOOD HEALTH AND TRUE HAPPINESS!

625 Roosevelt Trail, Windham

BOOK ONLINE:
WindhamBarberShop.com

207-893-8608

Thank you for 
another great 

year in our chair. 
Your loyalty means 
everything to us!

WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO KEEPING YOU 
LOOKING SHARP

IN 2026!!
From all of us at:

Open Mon & Fri 8-4, Tues 8-6, Thurs 10-6, Sat 7-12
We offer same day appts! Walk-ins welcome on a 

first come basis, but appts. recommended.

Download our App!

1263 Roosevelt Trail, Raymond • 655-6226
111 Ossipee Tr E, Standish • 572-4084

Book Online 24/7 at:
LAVISHDOG.COM

Each groomer works on one dog at a time, straight through with no kennel drying.

YOUR CONTINUED  PATRONAGE IS APPRECIATED
& WE CAN’T WAIT TO SHAKE PAWS AGAIN IN 2026!!

Happy new year to our clients 
and their furry friends!

We’re grateful for your loyal support for over 60 years!We’re grateful for your loyal support for over 60 years!
Did you know a family of 4 should have theirDid you know a family of 4 should have their

septic pumped every 3 years. Avoid costlyseptic pumped every 3 years. Avoid costly
expenses, schedule your cleaning now!expenses, schedule your cleaning now!

Rogers
SEPTIC SERVICESEPTIC SERVICE
207-892-9126 • ArkieRogersSeptic.com207-892-9126 • ArkieRogersSeptic.com

Low Rates &Low Rates &
Prompt ServicePrompt Service

To our customers, To our customers, 
neighbors, neighbors, 

associates &associates &
dear friends,dear friends,

we give our thanks we give our thanks 
& best wishes at & best wishes at 

the New Year!the New Year!

but easy. I think Windham Recreation 
caught wind of it and may do a van or 
bus.” Myatt also said that they plan to 
distribute brochures at adult recreation 
and assisted living facilities in the area. 
She said that the tour is perfect for all 
age groups from youngsters and teens 
to families and seniors.

SEPTEMBER
SEPT. 5’s top story covered the death 

of former Windham State Senator and 
State Representative Bill Diamond, who 
died Aug. 31 at the age of 80 following a 
hard-fought battle with cancer. He spent 
more than 40 years in politics and Dia-
mond also served as Maine’s Secretary 

YEAR IN REVIEW

continued on page 23

of State from 1989 to 1997. He left be-
hind a legacy few will equal. Diamond 
grew up on his grandfather’s farm in 
West Gardiner and came to Southern 
Maine to study to become a teacher at 
Gorham State Teacher’s College, earn-
ing a bachelor’s degree and master’s 
degree in education. He married his 
wife Jane in 1968, and the couple raised 
two daughters, Kristin and Karyn, in 
Windham and now have eight grand-
children. He taught from 1968 to 1986 
in Windham schools and was the first 
principal of Windham’s Manchester 
School. He went on to lead Field-Al-
len Junior High School and Windham 
Middle School as principal and was Su-

perintendent of Schools for Raymond. 
As the cost of heating homes rose in 
the early 2000s, Diamond co-founded 
and served as president of Windham 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors in 2007, 
an all-volunteer effort which raised 
money to provide emergency heating 
oil to community residents in need. He 
also served as a board member for the 
Maine State Society for the Protection 
of Animals in Windham and Hospice 
of Southern Maine. In 2023, Diamond 
launched the “Walk A Mile In Their 
Shoes Foundation,” a non-profit ded-
icated to preventing child homicides 
and the abuse of children who are un-
der the supervision or direct care of the 
State of Maine or who are or have been 
associated with the state’s Child Protec-
tive System.

The top story for SEPT. 12 report-
ed on significant progress made on 
the construction of the new Windham 
Raymond Middle School on Windham 
Center Road, including moving the 
horse barn on the property for future 
use as an outdoor classroom. Christo-
pher Howell, RSU 14 Superintendent 
of Schools, says that construction costs 
for the school have remained constant 

and the project continues to be on 
schedule for a planned opening of Sep-
tember 2027. The new school will be a 
free-standing multi-story building with 
more than 260,000 gross square feet of 
new construction for learning space, an 
auditorium, gymnasium, and dining fa-
cilities. Howell says that the new school 
will use a team-teaching concept where 
students will be divided into 12 teams 
to provide personal connection and 
then broken up into smaller instruc-
tional teams. It will incorporate Inte-
grative Project Based Learning through 
team teaching, a method of instruction 
where a group of teachers work together 
to plan, conduct, and evaluate learning 
activities for the same group of students 
and the school’s design takes all of that 
into account with the team areas of the 
building allowing for a science teach-
er, math teacher, social studies teach-
er, and an English teacher to be in the 
same teaming area. “It’s just been an 
amazing process to watch and see the 
large precision of this process,” How-
ell said. “We are $16 million under the 
original budget and expect things to re-
main that way.”
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Your continued support and goodwill means so 
much to all of us at Hall Implement Co.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING YOU AGAIN 
THIS COMING YEAR & MANY YEARS TO COME!

Best Wishes & Many ThanksBest Wishes & Many Thanks

1 John Deere Road, Windham • 207-892-6894 • HALLIMPLEMENTCO.COM

Family Owned &
Operated Since 1961

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

19 Commons Ave, Windham • 892-9001 • WindhamChiro.com

Wishing you a year of health, balance, & 
well-being. Remember, we’re here to help keep 
your body moving comfortably all year long!

NEW PATIENTS NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOMEWELCOME

Infants to
Senior Citizens

Wishing You a Happy, Healthy & 
Successful New Year! 

START A NEW CAREER WITH US IN 2026! 
sabreyachts.com/ careers

� 12 Hawthorne Road, Raymond, ME 04071 I (207) 655-3831 

FOR SHOPPING FOR SHOPPING L  CAL
AT OUR SMALL

BUSINESS THIS YEAR!

Thank You

999 ROOSEVELT TRAIL, WINDHAM
Winter Hours: Fri & Sat 10am-4pm

@carolinaspecialtyshop @carolinaspecialtyme

Shop with us 
YEAR ROUND 

for the best 
FLAVORS of 

MAINE!
Lots of Artisanal 

Products,
Handcrafted
Chocolates,

Cocktail Mixers
& more

YEAR IN REVIEW

continued on page 26

SEPT. 19’s top story was about Tia’s 
Prom Project, an initiative to memori-
alize the late Tatiana “Tia” Morrell of 
Windham, who tragically died at age 
28 in a moped accident. She was a real 
estate agent and business profession-
al who loved proms. Her friends and 
family say that they wanted to find a 
way to remember Tia in a meaningful 
and lasting way because of the type 
of person she was. Tia’s Prom Project 
will provide dresses to high school and 
middle school students in Cumberland 
County for prom, homecoming, or any 
other formal or semi-formal school 
events at no cost to the student. The in-
spiration for remembering Tia through 
Tia’s Prom Project stems from an event 
that took place when she was just in 
eighth grade. A new girl started school 
in Windham and Tia, her mother said, 
wanted to help the girl by buying her 
a dress to attend a semi-formal dance 
cruise that eighth grade students were 

attending at the end of the school year. 
Tia enlisted the assistance of her moth-
er and together they bought a dress and 
on the day of the dance cruise, Worth-
ing helped the new student with her 
hair and makeup. Her mother said that 
story helped inspire this new initiative.

The top story for SEPT. 26 detailed 
the opening of the Space to Thrive 
non-profit childcare organization’s new 
facility, located on Pope Road in Wind-
ham. The 6,000-square-foot facility 
welcomed families, community mem-
bers, and local and state leaders for a 
music-filled event to celebrate the grand 
opening. Colorful chalk decorated the 
sidewalks, as families enjoyed music, 
snacks and an opportunity to explore 
the new building. The building’s five 
classrooms are welcoming spaces, with 
activity-specific areas dotted around 
each, and doors leading directly to a 
new playground. Each teacher assem-
bled and arranged their classrooms to 

fit their students’ needs, ensuring that 
children will find enrichment wherev-
er they turn. The event was attended by 
Maine Gov. Janet Mills and State Sen-
ator Tim Nangle. “Parents across the 
state need consistent, affordable care for 
their children, not only so they can go 
to work, but so their children can have 
a great place to learn and grow,” she 
said, while touting her administration’s 
accomplishments in helping to expand 

childcare access in Maine. As someone 
who raised five daughters and as some-
one who is now a grandmother to five, 
I deeply appreciate the work that child-
care providers do every day, and I know 
it isn’t easy,” Mills said. 

OCTOBER
OCT. 3’s top story was about the 

resignation of Joseph Crocker as Ray-
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Thank you to our customers 

for another successful year!

We are grateful to our readers and to the many businesses
that continue to support and believe in us!!
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WE RATE H H H H H WITH OUR CLIENTS!
Over 98% of our customers would refer family & friends to us.

Comprehensive eye exams are the 
foundation of our care. Using our 
state-of-the-art equipment, our 

doctors can more thoroughly identify 
potential issues or changes in your 
eyesight and customize a treatment 

plan to give you the best results.

NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME TO
PROTECT YOUR SIGHT!

YEARLY EYE EXAMS WITH OUR SKILLED
DOCTORS ARE KEY TO MAINTAINING YOUR

VISION & DETECTING ISSUES EARLY.

For an appointment call
207-729-8474

MAINEOPTOMETRY.COM

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU!

656 Roosevelt Trail, Windham
40 Northeast Road, Standish

14 Vista Drive, Gorham
7 Locations throughout Maine

“See the Difference”

WE’RE HERE TO KEEP YOUR EYES HEALTHY!

START THE YEAR WITH HEALTHY VISION!START THE YEAR WITH HEALTHY VISION!

Plus, the start of  the new year means a 
new start to your vision insurance benefits. 

You may be eligible for new glasses or
 have new contact lense allowance.

We can help you maximize your benefits! 

THE ROOKIE MAMA COLUMN PROUDLY SPONSORED BY MAINE OPTOMETRY

For all the joy 
and cheer and mer-
riment that comes 
with the rise of the 
holiday season as 
it  peaks toward De-
cember’s end, there 
are little moments 
that catch me pen-

sive, nostalgic.
As a mom, I can’t be the only one 

feeling these whirlwind feels during 
winter’s rapid rise to yuletide shenan-
igans.

Christmastime shines a star-of-
wonder sized spotlight on this true pas-
sage of time marked by traditions of old 
– and some very, very old – that stand 
in stark contrast to what doesn’t – and  
can’t – remain still (or still, still, still, 
as the old Christmas choral tune sug-
gests).

Each year, I pull out my hidden 
trove of vintage-style Santa wrapping 
paper in anticipation of preparing for 
that magical work in which many of us 
parents participate each year.

I’ve had several of these rolls for 
many years, purchased at one of my 
many day-after-Christmas  sprees at 
our local surplus and salvage store. 
At 17¢ a roll, I was on a roll, and de-
spite my  appreciation for all things 
minimalist, I don’t apply this mindset 
to two things – garden seedlings and 
Christmas wrapping paper.

WE’LL TAKE A CUP O’ KINDNESS YET
AND ALL THE PEANUT BRITTLE 

I can never have 
enough – But I di-
gress.

This past year, I 
snuck in little mo-
ments to wrap when 
I could, and as one of 
my favorite vintage   
Noel rolls of paper 
unrolled to its vey 
last scrap, a bit of sad-
ness washed over me.

That paper had 
lasted me a few years 
and embraced many a gift as I of-
ten fought with Scotch  tape and tidy 
creases and many a hot ol’ mess.

As I was marking up my kiddos’ 
names in fancy North Pole-ian script, 
these gifts were marking  passage of 
time. Same wrap, different contents 
representing the boys’ evolving inter-
ests through the years.

When I first began writing this col-
umn, I reflected on my first baby’s first 
Christmas. That little dude is now 14 
years old, and we’ve got three others in 
tow – four different flavors who share 
a love for laughing all the way.

Alas, the passage of time.
It’s in the rare, quiet moments that 

I breathe in this realization that re-
gardless of holiday  traditions, wrap-
ping paper, dishes put forth, the boys 
are gonna grow up.

I can wrap many a gift, but I can’t 
wrap my mind around just how 
quickly they’ve been sprouting up be-

fore our eyes.
Perhaps that strange time warp 

between Christmas and New Year’s 
when everyone seems to  forget what 
day it is as they assemble gifts and eat 
leftover peanut brittle in their paja-
mas is a needed break for parents as 
well as the kiddos.

We need that decompression and 
time for reflection as much as they 
need time to test out  their new Hot 
Wheels and Lego sets.

We need time for deep breaths and 
dust – and tissue paper – to settle as 
the little ones continue on excitedly, 
completely unaware that once we box 
up Christmas magic and decorations 
and store away in the basement, these 
won’t come out again until everyone 
is one year older.

Time marches on.
These reflective, hibernatory mo-

ments are truly poignant as we high 
five our partners and prepare to car-

ry on into a new year. After all, Eas-
ter decorations are lining up store 
shelves – Go look and see, if you don’t 
believe me.

But in the meantime, our crew 
started up a new tradition last year 
which we certainly did not invent and 
hope you’ll try, too.

An empty jar sits on a counter 
each January by a small notepad, 
and each time a memorable moment 
takes place – be it sentimental, funny, 
or something in between – one of us 
jots down the memory and folds it up 
in the jar. At the end of the year, we’ll 
open up the notes and read  them 
aloud, reflecting on small memories 
we may have otherwise forgotten.

Call it a modern-day Auld Lang 
Syne if you will, filled to the brink of 
a cup of kindness yet we share to but-
ton up the year gone by.

So cheers to 2026 and enjoy your 
Hot Wheels.

Don’t forget to pick up your hol-
iday wrap for next year at clearance 
prices.

And enjoy the moments intention-
ally all year through with loved ones.

Glad tidings, readers!
Columnst Michelle Cote lives in 

southern Maine with her husband 
and four sons, and enjoys camp-
ing, distance running, biking, garden-
ing, road trips to new regions, arts and 
crafts, soccer, and  singing to musical 
showtunes – often several or more at 
the same time! <

By Michelle Cote
SPECIAL TO THE WINDHAM EAGLE

– Michelle Cote, Columnist

THE ROOKIE MAMA THE ADVENTURES
OF MOTHERHOOD
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Heating Oil/Gas Service & Tune-ups • Oil Delivery • High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems • Boiler Installation • Hot Water Heaters • Heat Pumps

FOR RELIABLE OIL DELIVERY – DON’T PANIC, CALL ATLANTIC!

 
PROMPT, 24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE FOR ALL OUR CUSTOMERS!

When you do business with Atlantic Heating Co., you can rest assured that a real person
is always on hand to assist you should an emergency arise - day or night. 

NEW CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME WITH US!

New Customer Special

SAVE 5¢
PER GALLON

WITH FILL UP OF 
150 GALLONS 

OR MORE

Offer good for all customers, whether you
sign up for auto delivery or will call

HONEST, STRESS-FREE RESIDENTIAL DELIVERIES
We Deliver to Windham Everyday

in the Heating Season!
(Surrounding Lake Region towns are delivered two days a week)

SAVINGS ON ALL SERVICES FOR OIL CUSTOMERS
Annual Cleanings Discounted $50

PLUS, in an emergency, you get priority service even on weekends/evenings!

SIGN UP NOW BY CALLING 
207-797-7218

What a re you waiting fo r?

78 Tandberg Trail, Windham • AtlanticHeatingCompany.com

TRUSTED SERVICE SINCE 1969

MAINE PAWN & JEWELRY
Route 302, Windham • 207-892-4131 

www.mainepawn.com

GOLD & SILVER!GOLD & SILVER!
WE BUYWE BUY

WE BUY BROKEN SCRAP JEWELRY,
FINE GOLD & SILVER PIECES, DIAMONDS, 
GOLD & SILVER COINS, BULLION & MORE

I WANT YOUR OLD VINYL

The RecoRd caTThe RecoRd caT

CALL 207.899.2938

cash paid cash paid 
for albumsfor albums

Call today for your
FREE In-Home Consultation.
We bring the showroom to you!

625-7902
Each franchise is independently owned & operated. Copyright 2021 Budget Blinds, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Window Blinds
Custom designed in
wood & composites.

– Available in cordless lift –
Venetian, horizontal, vertical, fabric & 
hi-tech motorized options avaiable.

Custom Shutters, Shades,
Top Treatments & more
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mond Town Manager. Crocker, 37, had 
formerly served the town as Parks and 
Recreation Director, and was appointed 
to the Town Manager position in May 
succeeding Sue Look, who resigned in 
March. The Raymond Select Board had 
then tapped Crocker to serve as the in-
terim Town Manager until a permanent 
replacement could be hired. Look had 
served as Raymond Town Clerk before 
succeeding longtime Town Manager 
Don Willard in January 2024 upon his 
retirement. Crocker was hired for the 
town manager position after a com-
petitive recruiting and hiring process 
conducted by HR Maine Consulting, 

LLC. All told, there were 46 applicants 
for the town manager position. Nine of 
those candidates participated in a rig-
orous essay and pre-screening process, 
with four candidates moving forward 
in the panel interview process, consist-
ing of the Raymond Select Board Chair, 
Vice-Chair, a community member, 
town department heads, a Town Man-
ager from another community, and 
Betsy Oulton from HR Maine Consult-
ing. His contract was for three years at 
an annual salary of $100,000. “When 
you provide services to a small town 
for so long, they become your friends,” 
Crocker said. “All I can say is I have giv-

en my best effort to make the Town of 
Raymond better, and all I ask is that our 
elected officials act in good faith to do 
the same.”    

The top story for OCT. 10 reported 
on the return of the Presumpscot River 
Revival Race after an absence of three 
decades. The race is sponsored by the 
Friends of the Presumpscot River at 
Dundee Park for a day of friendly pad-
dle competition and celebration. The 
2.5-mile race and festivities at the river 
will span several hours to include pad-
dling, food trucks, leaf-peeping, and 
more. The goal of the event is to “bring 
awareness and community to the river,” 
says Leah Zwain of FOPR. The organi-
zation has been increasing its outreach 
efforts to help build connection with 
the river and to each other. It provides 
that opportunity to connect through 
Community Paddle and Grill events 
and Evening Paddles on the Presump-
scot and hosts conversations and pre-
sentations at local libraries or yacht 
clubs, partnering with other nonprofits 
such as Friends of Casco Bay. Some of 
the proceeds from the races will help 
with the FOPR school outreach pro-

gram which is designed to get students 
in Gorham, Westbrook, Windham, 
Portland, and Falmouth out on the wa-
ter, and the program introduces chil-
dren to the river. Students are taught 
paddling techniques and learn about 
the Wabanaki and industrial history of 
the waterway, while also discussing the 
river’s future.

For OCT. 17, the top story unveiled 
plans for the final segment to extend the 
Mountain Division Trail from Wind-
ham to be added to Maine Depart-
ment of Transportation’s Three-Year 
Plan. During a meeting of the Portland 
Area Comprehensive Transportation 
System’s Advisory Committee, PACTS 
members voted to recommend the 
project to be included on MaineDOT’s 
Three-Year Plan spanning 2026-2027-
2028. Aubrey  Miller, Senior Transpor-
tation Program Manager for the Great-
er Portland Council of Governments 
(GPCOG), said that following the Draft 
Plan’s adoption by the committee, the 
GPCOG Policy Board will review and 
consider adopting the Regional Trail 
Plan on Oct. 23. The $16.2 million 

continued on page 27
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Gorham • Lewiston • Portland • South Portland • Scarborough

MOODYSCOLLISION.COM • 207-839-2500

Award
winning

collision & 
auto body 

repair!

PROPANE • HEATING OIL • KEROSENE • GASOLINE  • OFF ROAD DIESEL

207-352-7800   PitStopFuels.com 

Do the electric appliances in your home 
outnumber your propane gas appliances?

You may be SHOCKED to find 
out how much MONEY you 
could SAVE if  you “plugged 
into” PROPANE INSTEAD!

Call us to learn more PitStop is your 
“PROPANE PRO”

• Tank Installs & Leasing
• Fair, Transparent Pricing
• Reliable, Prompt Delivery
• Online Convenience
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project will extend the Mountain Divi-
sion Trail from its current end at Main 
Street (Route 202), in Windham, and 
extend the trail about 5 miles south to 
Bridge Street in Westbrook. Doing this 
will create a continuous, nearly 10-mile 
off-road bicycle and pedestrian trans-
portation link running from Standish 
to Westbrook. Once funded by Maine-
DOT, project work will include new 
pavement, gravel, curbing, drainage, 
signing and striping, retaining walls, 
fencing, and rectangular rapid flashing 
beacons located at the trail crossings 
on Bridge Street in Westbrook, Depot 
Street in Windham, and Main Street 
(Route 202) in Windham.

OCT. 24’s top story covered the 
induction of Windham High School 
boys’ basketball coach Chad Pulkkinen 
into the Saint Joesph’s College Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame. He has led Windham 
High School to consecutive state boys’ 
basketball championships and compet-
ed for Saint Joesph’s as a player in the 
1990s. In his freshman year at Saint 
Joseph’s College, Pulkkinen tore his 
Anterior Cruciate Ligament. Less than 
a year later, he tore his ACL again in 
what he described as “extremely dark 
moments” for his first two years play-
ing college ball. Being injured was a life 
lesson for him. It took away everything 
he loved. He said he thought it was the 
best thing for him because he looked at 

the game differently; he appreciated it 
differently, especially after the second 
injury. He overcame that adversity and 
finished his college career strong and 
eventually went on to play profession-
ally in England for the Northampton 
Neptunes in the European Basketball 
League. “I want Windham alumni to be 
proud and hopefully my experiences in-
cluding failures and successes can help 
my current players,” said Pulkkinen.

The top story for OCT. 31 was about 
the Windham Town Council choos-
ing Anthony Blasi to succeed longtime 
Windham Town Clerk Linda Morrell, 
who is retiring. Blasi will be sworn in 
Nov. 4 and understands that he has big 
shoes to fill. “Linda is a tough act to fol-
low. I can only hope to command the 
love, respect, and trust that the people 
of Windham have bestowed upon her,” 
Blasi said. “Linda is so helpful. You see 
the way she interacts with people, and 
she is always willing to help. If she can-
not do something or is not sure, she 
always finds out the answer. I learned 
more about resourcefulness from her 
and hope to be as resourceful as she 
is.” Blasi is originally from Auburn and 
graduated in 2015 from Edward Little 
High School. He then earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in history from the Uni-
versity of Maine Farmington in 2019. 
Before coming to work in Windham, 
Blasi served as the Town Clerk of Wool-

wich for about a year and a half, and he 
applied for the Windham job because 
it posed more of a challenge. He is a 
Certified Municipal Clerk by the Maine 
Town and City Clerks Association and 
is a Notary Public.

NOVEMBER
NOV. 7’s top story reported on the 

Nov. 4 municipal election in Windham 
as three new Windham Town Coun-
cilors and two members of the RSU 
14 Board of Directors will be sworn in 
following the election. In Windham’s 
North District, Margaret “Maggie” Ter-
ry defeated Deborah Devou, while in 
the South District, Doug Fortier beat 
Michael Russin for the council seat. In a 
race for an At-Large council seat, Katie 
Cook defeated Clayton Haskell and Jo-
seph Campbell, and a recount challenge 
confirmed her victory. In a five-candi-
date race with the top two vote tallies 

earning seats for three-year terms on 
the RSU 14 Board of Directors, incum-
bent Christina Small and first-time 
candidate Matthew Irving received the 
most votes and won seats on the school 
board, over candidates Adam Zajac, 
Megan Potter and Destiny Johnson.  
Voters in Windham and Raymond were 
among state residents casting ballots in 
Tuesday’s election to decide the fate of 
two statewide referendum questions. 
Question 1 about requiring voter iden-
tification and eliminating two days of 
absentee voting failed statewide, while 
Question 2 prohibiting individuals pos-
ing potential harm to others from hav-
ing dangerous weapons was approved 
statewide.   

For NOV. 14, the top story covered 
the 2025 Veterans Day observance 
hosted by VFW Post 10643 at the 
Windham Veterans Center on Veterans 

continued on page 28



Page 28 www.TheWindhamEagle.com					                    January 2, 2026

SCHOOL
BOARD
UPDATE

UPCOMING 
MEETINGS

All meetings are open to the 
public and subject to change.

January 6, 2026
9:30 a.m. at District Office:

Finance Committee

January 7, 2026
6:30 p.m. at Windham High 

School: Board Meeting
January 12, 2026

9:30 a.m. at Central Office:
Policy Committee
January 12, 2026

3:00 p.m. at Central Office:
Curriculum Committee

January 13, 2026
5:00 p.m. at 61 Windham

Center Road: Facilities Committee
January 21, 2026

6:30 p.m. at Jordan Small
Middle School: Board Meeting

January 26, 2026
9:30 a.m. at Central Office:

Policy Committee

SCAN HERE TO SEE BOARD MEETING AGENDAS, MEETING VIDEOS, 
BOARD MEMBERS, FINANCES, SCHOOL POLICIES & MORE

AT-A-GLANCE
Discussion topics are subject to change. Please check 
meeting agendas for the most up-to-date information.

RSU 14 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Upcoming School Board Work:
• Instructional Coaches & Interventionists Presentation
• Jordan Small State of the School Presentation
• IGDJ: Athletic / Co-curricular Eligibility School Board
  Governance Policies
• BEAA: Standard Operating Procedures Guide of
  Communication with Public
• Board Goals Review
• Budget 101 Workshop

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Upcoming Committee Work:
• Year-to-date Spending
• Capital Reserve Planning
• Budget Planning
• Budget Communication

POLICY COMMITTEE
Upcoming Committee Work:
• BEDH: Public Comment At School Board Meeting
• GBEC: Drug-Free Workplace
• GCC: Professional Staff Hiring
• GBO: Family Care Leave

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE
Upcoming Committee Work:
• Middle School Math Coaching

FACILITIES COMMITTEE
Upcoming Committee Work:
• New Committee Member Update

YEAR IN REVIEW

Day. Featuring guest speaker Elizabeth 
Cormier of Honor Flight Maine, VFW 
Post 10643’s new commander Jeffrey 
Cook served the master of ceremonies 
and local essay winners for the VFW’s 
Patriot’s Pen for grades 6 to 8 and Voice 
of Democracy audio essay contest for 
grades 9 to 12 were announced. The 
Patriot’s Pen winner was Windham 
Christian Academy eighth grader Elsa 
Pearson with second place awarded to 
Annaelle Kawaya. The Voices of De-
mocracy winner was Windham sopho-
more Shea Carey. Pearson spoke of the 
importance of volunteering and how 
when she was in fifth and sixth grade, 
she volunteered at the local food pan-
try setting up Thanksgiving baskets. 
She said helping our community is one 
step closer to making our country bet-
ter. She and her class have also traveled 
across southern Maine to perform jug-
gling acts for nursing homes and spread 
the gospel, while visiting with the resi-

dents of these homes. Carey’s essay was 
about the many ways to display patrio-
tism. Her version of patriotism involves 
the simplest acts of kindness and integ-
rity. She values being a kind person and 
hopes those who heard her essay take 
those words and strive to make a differ-
ence where they can.

NOV. 21’s top story was about a 
Windham parent who enlisted teens 
and members of the community for a 
food drive that raised more than $500 
to purchase food items for the Wind-
ham Food Pantry, along with collecting 
additional food donations from Wind-
ham residents.  Angela Libby spent a 
little under two weeks collecting funds 
and donations, ending up with more 
than four shopping carts full of food for 
the food pantry. She assembled a group 
of teens from Windham High School to 
help with both collecting donations and 
with a shopping trip to Market Basket 
in Westbrook.  “I wanted to help, and 

I wanted my youngest daughter to be 
involved and see that there are people 
who are less fortunate than us” in the 
community, she said. “Having the kids 
hear about how many are in need, how 
many people come [to the Food Pan-
try], and what is available was really 
eye opening for them, which is exact-
ly what I was looking for.”  Libby said 
that hearing from a food pantry volun-
teer that there are 38 families from the 
Windham Primary School seeking help 
from the community organization real-
ly hit home for the kids. Upon hearing 
about recent cuts to SNAP benefits, the 
mother of three daughters used a group 
chat from a group of teens who attend-
ed Homecoming together to reach 
out to parents and their kids to see if 
any would be interested in participat-
ing. “Everybody of course said yes,” she 
said. “Some kids came over with boxes 
of food they had collected, and others 
collected money.” 

For NOV.  28, the top story report-
ed on a Windham veteran who was 
surprised by every aspect of her Honor 
Flight to Washington, D.C. earlier this 
year and describes it “as an experience 
of a lifetime.” Alola Giffin Morrison, 88, 
grew up as the daughter of a U.S. Coast 

Guard captain, and lived in eight differ-
ent cities ranging from New Orleans to 
throughout the Northeastern U.S. and 
as far north as Agentia, Newfoundland 
in Canada growing up. After earning 
dual Bachelor of Science degrees in 
nutrition and home economics in 1959 
from the University of Maine, she com-
pleted a one-year dietetic internship at 
Beth Israel Hospital in Massachusetts, 
qualifying her to become a registered 
dietitian in 1960.  Later that same year, 
she became a commissioned officer in 
the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) 
in Boston and was sworn in by her fa-
ther as a Lieutenant Junior Grade. She 
married her University of Maine class-
mate and sweetheart Joe Morrison in 
November 1961 at Hanscom Air Force 
Base in Massachusetts and resigned 
from the Public Health Service in June 
1962 to move to Orono, Maine to start 
her family in August 1962. Resuming 
her military career by re-enlisting in 
the U.S. Army Reserve Medical Corps 
(USARMC) as a captain in 1974, she 
was assigned to the 1125th Medical Unit 
out of Auburn, Maine and Section 1 in 
Bangor for 12 years as a registered di-
etitian. She retired from the USARMC 
in 1986 having obtained the rank of 
Major. The Honor Flight experience 
was very humbling and Morrison said 
going to the Women’s Military Memo-
rial was her favorite. Her military story 
was officially entered into the Women’s 
Military Memorial. She was one of 77 
veterans from Maine and was the only 
female veteran on this trip. 

DECEMBER
For DEC. 5, the top story was about 

the Maine Dance Company and the 
Maine Dance Center’s upcoming new 
holiday dance production, Christmas 
at the Castle, premiering Dec. 20 at the 
Donald M. Gay Performing Arts Center 
located at Edward Little High School in 
Auburn. Dancers of all ages from the 
Maine Dance Company and the Maine 
Dance Center, located on Roosevelt 
Trail in Raymond, will take the stage 
to help the Sugar Plum Fairy retrieve 
her lost wand to ensure Christmas 
magic will carry Santa Claus across the 
globe. “If Sugarplum Fairy doesn’t have 
her wand, Christmas is in jeopardy,” 
said Adrienne Pelletier, one of the two 
authors of the show’s storyline, when 
detailing the adventures the cast will 
face. Pelletier, along with her sister and 
co-author, Rhiannon Pelletier-Guer-
rette, worked to develop the show for al-
most two years, after a performance at 
Windham’s Summerfest in 2023. Once 
the duo founded the company in 2024, 
they realized they had talented dancers 
to fill the roles and develop a full per-
formance. They began writing in Janu-
ary of that year and spent almost two 
years finishing a script and patching 
the music together. Both Pelletier and 
Pelletier-Guerrette are each principal 
dancers with the Maine State Ballet. 
Family support will be essential as the 
Maine Dance Center expands in a new 
location in the North Windham Shop-
ping Center behind Windham Jewelers 
in February 2026. 

DEC. 12’s top story was Raymond 
residents voicing both support and crit-
icism of their town’s Select Board chair, 
and vice chair during a packed public 
hearing on a recall election that could 
remove them from office. Former Ray-
mond Select Board member Teresa Sa-
dak initiated the recall petition against 

continued on page 29
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MAKE 2026 THE YEAR YOU START SAVING!

207-637-3346 • WWW.DIRFYHEATPUMPS.COM
sales@dirfyheatpumps.com • service@dirfyheatpumps.com

ALWAYS FREE & HONEST NO-OBLIGATION,
PERSONALIZED EVALUATIONS & ESTIMATES

FINANCING 
WITH

PAYMENTS
AS LOW AS 

$69/MONTH*
*OAC – Apply today!

12 YEAR WARRANTY INCLUDES PARTS,LABOR & TRAVEL. 
“Doing It Right For You”

HEAT PUMPSHEAT PUMPS
Dirfy
“Where customer satisfaction doesn’t happen by accident”

AS EVERY DAY EXPENSES CONTINUE TO RISE,
SAVING ON MONTHLY BILLS IS CRUCIAL!!

Contact Dirfy
Heat Pumps to find out 
how we can help you 
increase your monthly 
savings and keep you 

comfortable year round!

EXAMPLE: By installing a heat pump system
and a heat pump hot water heater, one of  our customers is

SAVING $2,500 PER YEAR
after the heating/cooling costs, electricity savings,

and even with the monthly finance payments!

FREE
SPECIALNew Year Heat Pump

7K inside head 
with the purchase 

of  a heat pump 
system.

pvesc.com | 207-878-3121

739 Warren Ave.
Portland

2255 Congress St.
Portland

EMERGENCY COVERAGE AT WARREN AVENUE LOCATION

Portland Veterinary Emergency 
and Specialty Care 

Our commitment
extends to treating all

pet emergencies 
24 hours a day, 
7 days a week

even on holidays!

We provide
compassionate and

expert specialty and
emergency care for
your pet, and peace

of mind for you.

Portland Veterinary Emergency 
and Specialty Care 

YEAR IN REVIEW

Chair Denis Morse and Vice Chair 
Kaela Gonzalez. The election is sched-
uled for Dec. 30. In her petition, Sadak 
listed four reasons for the recall includ-
ing failing to put Raymond’s interests 
first, creating division, micromanaging, 
and denigrating employees during pub-
lic meetings. Sadak detailed actions she 
said supported her claims, many tied to 
the board’s treatment of former Town 
Manager Joseph Crocker. Crocker, who 
resigned earlier this fall, had served as 
director of Parks and Recreation before 
becoming interim town manager in 
March and the permanent town man-
ager in May. He continues part-time 
work on a special project for the town. 
Glenn Michalowski, formerly Lisbon’s 
town manager, was appointed interim 
town manager on Nov. 18. During the 
public hearing, Sadak accused Morse 
and Gonzalez of violating board proto-
cols, citing emails obtained through a 
Freedom of Information request and ac-
counts from staff. She said the two Select 
Board members berated Crocker over a 
septic issue at a church leased for town 
programs, their voices loud enough to 
be heard by staff and residents.  She also 
criticized Morse and Gonzalez for con-
tacting staff, attorneys, and other town 
managers without board authorization. 
Raymond Select Board members Chris 
Hanson and Derek Ray acknowledged 
some of those actions occurred. Crock-
er himself wrote a letter that constant 
questioning of his decisions from cer-
tain board members contributed to his 
resignation. Despite the support for the 
recall, many Raymond residents de-
fended Morse and Gonzalez during the 
public hearing, praising their efforts to 
address longstanding town issues and 

urging that Morse and Gonzalez to not 
face a recall vote.

For DEC. 19, the top story was about 
Amanda Lessard being designated to 
serve as interim assistant town man-
ager for the Town of Windham until a 
permanent candidate can be hired by 
the Windham Town Council. Wind-
ham Town Manager Robert Burns ap-
pointed Lessard to the role last week. 
Lessard had been serving as Senior 
Planner/Project Manager for the town. 
Burns became the first person to hold 
the position of Assistant Town Manag-
er for Windham with his appointment 
to the role in December 2021 and was 
named Windham Town Manager by 
town councilors when Barry Tibbetts 
stepped down from that position June 
30. Lessard had served as Windham’s 
Planning Director from 2019 to 2024 
when she joined Royal River Conser-
vation Trust in Yarmouth as Conser-
vation Director. She subsequently was 
rehired by the town and will now assist 
Burns in his duties on an interim basis 
until councilors appoint a permanent 
assistant town manager. As a town 
planner, Lessard was involved in every-
thing from the creation of Windham’s 
Comprehensive Plan, handling zoning 
issues, reviewing subdivision and com-
mercial building plans to the develop-
ment of the town’s Open Space Master 
Plan. As Planning Director, Lessard led 
Windham to partner with Presump-
scot Regional Land Trust to purchase 
and conserve 661 acres near Little 
Duck Pond in East Windham. Called 
the East Windham Conservation Area, 
the project acquired the forested acre-
age for recreational opportunities in 
Windham while also adding 1,545 feet 

of undeveloped water frontage on Little 
Duck Pond, the 150-acre Deer Win-
tering Area for hunting, and Atherton 
Hill. She helped Windham obtain a $1 

million grant from the Land for Maine’s 
Future initiative for the project. <

Happy New Year to our readers and 
area businesses!
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Windham High School’s swim-
ming team opened the season against 
Yarmouth at Greely High School in 
Cumberland on Saturday, Dec. 20. 
Windham finished first in several 
events and when they didn’t place 
first, they weren’t far behind in a 
strong season opener.

“I think this sets a very optimis-
tic tone,” said Windham swim coach 
Peter Small. “It’s early in the season 
and it’s your first race so we use it as 
a litmus test to say, ‘where are you 
now?’ Yes, we want to beat Yarmouth, 
but ultimately, it’s where we are right 
now, and how do we improve to get 
to March 6. Everybody had a couple 
things that we want to improve upon, 
and I think we were able to measure 
improvement on every single one of 
them. Even if they were disappoint-
ed in their time, it’s more about the 
technique. I’m very optimistic going 
forward, and I think our turns were 
better than they ever have been ... we 
really put a specialty focus on it this 
week. We’ve really been focusing on 
length over stroke so we’re really pro-
pelling ourselves forward and I think 
we’ve greatly improved over that. Our 
arm placement in the water (needs 
work). It’s time to ramp up the habits 
of efficiency in the water.”

The Eagles hit the water ready to 
get this season going.

Sophomore Rocco DiDonato fin-
ished first in the 200-yard freestyle 
with a time of 2:13.88 minutes. 

In the girls 50-freestyle, sophomore 
Stephanie Roghelia had a first-place 

Windham swim team starts strong in season opener
By Matt Pascarella
STAFF WRITER

finish with a time of 28.36 seconds. 
Beckett Bragdon, a Windham 

sophomore, finished first in the boys 
50-freestyle with a 26.82 time. He also 
finished first in the 100-breaststroke 
with a 1:18.39 time.

In the 100-freestyle freshman Lau-
ren Nickel finished second with a 
1:13.20 time.

In the 500-freestyle, junior Maya 
Fitts finished second with an 8:50.94 
time.

DiDonato had another first-place 
finish in the 500-freestyle with a 
5:53.91 time, almost a full minute 
ahead of his competitor.  

“I think the relay carnival was good 
to see where we’re starting at,” said 
DiDonato. “Now that we’ll practice 
more, it’ll be good to see where ev-

eryone is going to be in a few weeks. 
I think we were very strong today. 
I think our sportsmanship was very 
good today, and many of the swim-
mers improved their times a lot. Our 
starts and our turns (need work) and 
those can always be better. I think 
it’s going to be a great season. Even 
though we have less people, we’re 
stronger this year as a team.”

In the 100-breaststroke, Roghe-
lia finished almost a full five seconds 
ahead of her opponent in her first-
place finish where she had a 1:20.38 
time.

“I think it went pretty good, we’re 
at the beginning of the season and 
working on technique and building 

SPORTSSPORTSSPORTSSPORTS
EagleEagle

Mason CaronMason Caron

ATHLETE OF THE WEEKATHLETE OF THE WEEKATHLETE OF THE WEEKATHLETE OF THE WEEK

For membership details & class schedule call or visit our website

we are Proud to support our local athletes!

that endurance you need for swim,” 
said Roghelia. “I’m pretty happy with 
how the first few weeks have been go-
ing. Things I think went really well 
were everyone’s turns and dives – 
we’ve been working really hard on. 
Also, just everyone’s pushing them-
selves because for some people this is 
the first time they’ve swam (in a high 
school meet), and they did very well. I 
think some things that need work are 
bringing some more energy to the ta-
ble, more technique and more endur-
ance. I think this meet sets the tone of 
determination; this is some people’s 
first time swimming, and I think we 
can really just go from here and this is 
just a starting point.” <

(L to R) Windham sophomore Beckett Bragdon showcases his speed in the prep swimming season 
opener against Yarmouth at Greely High School in Cumberland on Saturday, Dec. 20. Sophomore 
Stephanie Roghelia competes in the butterfly race. PHOTOS BY MATT PASCARELLA

207.432.8881 207.432.8881 •• www.StultzBuilding.com www.StultzBuilding.com

Junior Maya Fitts moves quickly down the lane.
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Windham High School 2019 grad-
uate Meghan Hoffses played soccer 
and basketball while at Windham 
High School and then went on to 
attend the University of Southern 
Maine at the Gorham and Portland 
campuses. She played soccer there her 
sophomore year but chose academ-
ics over athletics and focused hard to 
achieve her degree in public health 
in 2023. She received her Advanced 
Certificate in Diagnostic Medical So-
nography from the Maine College of 
Health Professions in Lewiston on 
Dec. 12.

“Ultrasound school was both hum-
bling and rewarding,” said Hoffses. “I 
am so excited to have recently grad-
uated from Maine College of Health 
Professions and look forward to 
working at Maternal Fetal Medicine 
post-graduation. Being able to work 
with women during such a pivotal 
chapter of their lives is incredibly re-
warding and fulfilling.”

She always knew she wanted to 
work in healthcare. She toured the 
Maine College of Health Professions 
during her sophomore year and knew 
that after she graduated from USM, 
she wanted to go into sonography. 
Hoffses has an interest in anatomy 
and physiology with a passion for 
working in women’s health.

When she attended USM, she 
made the Dean’s List five times and 
was also a member of the National 
Honor Society. As a student at the 
Maine College of Health Professions 
she made the Deans List three times 
and was a Lamda Nu Radiologic and 
Imaging Sciences National Honor So-
ciety member.

During her one year of soccer at 
USM, she received the William B. 
Wise Scholar Athlete Award for the 
2020 season. After choosing academ-
ics over playing a college sport, she 
stressed the importance of staying 
active by going to the gym, taking 
spin classes, attending yoga classes, 

By Matt Pascarella
STAFF WRITER

WHS graduate applies intensity of athletics to academics 
weightlifting and 
running. 

“As someone 
who was an athlete 
throughout high 
school and part of 
college, I was able 
to exercise in new 
ways and at whatever 
times best suited my 
schedule,” said Hoff-
ses. “I typically exer-
cise four to five times 
a week. Staying ac-
tive has always been 
a priority for me and 
is a core part of who 
I am. Exercise is not 
only something that 
I enjoy, but it gives 
me structure in my 
day, and I feel my 
most energized and 
grounded when I 
make it a priority.”

She does miss playing both soccer 
and basketball. Hoffses enjoyed being 
part of a team and feeling like she was 
part of something bigger than herself. 
She made lifelong friendships and 
connections through playing basket-
ball. While it’s been a while since she 
last played, she said it would be fun 
for her to help coach young girls at 
some point down the road. 

“Meg has been one of my closest 
friends for as long as I can remem-
ber,” said former WHS teammate and 
friend Tara Flanders. “She has always 
been an extremely loyal friend and 
teammate. Although Meg and I didn’t 
get the chance to play sports together 
in college, our time playing basketball 
at Windham are memories I will cher-
ish forever—all the practices, Saturday 
morning youth clinics, games, and ev-
erything in between. As a friend, you 
always want to see the people you care 
about grow and succeed, and Meg has 
done exactly that. In high school, Meg 
... brought high intensity every time 
she stepped on the field and court. I 
knew that as soon as I grabbed a re-

bound, I could always count on her to 
already be flying up the court ahead of 
everyone else.” 

Hoffses said her advice for current 
athletes looking to play collegiately, is 
to give 100 percent effort and dedicate 
their time in the off-season. She also 
said to stay on top of academics be-
cause doing so will ensure that every 

COME JOIN THE RSU14 
TRANSPORTATION TEAM!

DRIVERS NEEDED

For more info on schedules and job specifics, please 
contact the Transportation Dept. at 207-892-1809

FOR FULL TIME REGULAR RUNS,
AFTER SCHOOL RUNS, SPORTS/ACTIVITIES TRIPS,

AND SPARE/SUB BUS DRIVERS.
Hourly rate is dependent on years of commercial

driving experience & ranges from $19.91 to $27.95/hour
Full time employees recieve Anthem Choice Plus single coverage
at no cost, single coverage Dental at no cost, sick, & personal time.

TO APPLY: Pick up an application at the Central Office, 
228 Windham Center Road or visit RSU14.org

& click on ‘job opportunities’ in the ‘District info tab’ & 
then on Bus Driver, or SCAN HERE TO APPLY

Your perspectives & priorities are essential to
creating a roadmap for 2026-2031 that reflects our 

community’s values & serves our students well.
• Share as many thoughts as you’d like
   (one distinct idea per submission)
• Your thoughts will be visible to other participants,
   but your identity remains anonymous
• Read & rate thoughts from others using a 5-star
   scale (5 = strongly agree, 1 = strongly disagree)
• Return anytime while the exchange is live to
   rate new ideas
• We recommend rating at least 30 thoughts to
   help identify community priorities

Help shape the future of RSU 14

Survey completion deadline January 12, 2026

SCAN HERE TO
ACCESS SURVEY

my.thoughtexchange.com/
scroll/466778956/welcome

What does it mean for a student to be successful in RSU 14 
schools? What experiences, skills, or qualities matter most?

(Left) Windham High 2019 graduate 
Meghan Hoffses during her sophomore 
year in 2020 where she was on the soccer 
team at the University of Southern Maine. 
PHOTO BY USM ATHLETICS  (Below) Meghan 
Hoffses, center, with mom Lisa and brother 
Cameron during a pinning ceremony where 
she receives her advanced certificate in 
diagnostic medical sonography at the 
Maine College of Health Professions in 
Lewiston on Dec. 12. PHOTO BY MICHAEL SALVADOR

door is open when deciding to play at 
the college level. Time management 
with practice and homework is an 
important skill to learn while in high 
school, which can pay off in college.

Lastly, Hoffses said to enjoy every 
moment. Being part of a team is a spe-
cial feeling, and people are not lying 
when they say it goes by fast. <
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4 Locked in service rate
4 No annual fees / cancel anytime
4 $50 max co-pay for labor
    & travel on service
4 20% OFF list price on parts

207-637-3346 • DIRFYGENERATORS.COM
DirfyGenerators@yahoo.com

“WHERE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION
DOESN’T HAPPEN BY ACCIDENT”

GENERATORSGENERATORS
Dirfy

SALES  H  SERVICE  H  INSTALLATION H INSPECTIONS

All GENERATORS 

need REGULAR 
MAINTENANCE to 
ensure reliability!

*Inspection required. For complete program details
call us or email: dirfycpp@gmail.com

Our CPP Program 
will save you 
money & it’s
FREE to join*!

Call now to protect your generator until 2045!

The United States will mark the 
250th anniversary of its nominal 
founding this July and as you’re read-
ing this, wholesalers, retailers, and 
aspiring entrepreneurs are busily 
imagining, manufacturing, preparing, 
and/or ordering officially licensed 

By Andy Young
STAFF COLUMNIST

Why not 12 instead of 10?
semiquincentennial merchandise 
they hope to peddle for a profit as the 
celebration approaches. 

Recent history suggests those ambi-
tious go-getters might be onto some-
thing. After all, who wouldn’t want to 
find an “America250” hoodie, t-shirt, 
coffee mug, or refrigerator magnet 
under the tree next Christmas?

Fifty years 
ago, Ameri-
ca’s bicenten-
nial was all 
the rage. Those 
extant at the 
time remem-
ber spectacular 
fireworks dis-
plays over most 
major cities on 
July 4th, 1976, 
tall ships sailing 
into New York City and Boston har-
bors, and the 26-car “Freedom Train” 
full of national memorabilia (includ-
ing, among other things, a moon 
rock, Judy Garland’s dress from  The 
Wizard of Oz, and Martin Luther 
King, Jr.’s pulpit and robes) that 
traveled nearly 26,000 miles through 
all 48 of the contiguous states. Some 
amateur investors began hoarding the 
bicentennial quarters the treasury de-
partment minted that year. And while 
their foresight hasn’t paid off as hand-
somely as they might have hoped, no 
one’s lost money, since at last look 
each of those now-50-year-old coins 
is still worth at least 25 cents. Today 
nostalgic types yearning for keepsakes 
of those events can occasionally find 
them at Goodwill stores, where Bi-
centennial coffee mugs or shot glasses 
often sell for as little as two dollars, or 
eight bicentennial quarters.

Human beings seem to have a 
fixation about numbers that end in 
zero. How else to explain the signif-
icance people associate with birth-
days ending with that digit? After all, 
the difference between turning 29 
and 30, 49 or 50, or 69 or 70 is only 
a year, but good luck finding a Hall-
mark card that says, “Happy Birth-
day, 49-year-old.”

Attaching significance to multiples 
of ten seems pretty random. Why ar-
en’t people hung up on some other 
number, like 12, for example? Eggs 
are sold by the dozen; so are roses, ba-
gels, and rolls of toilet paper. Cans of 
soda or beer are sold in half-dozens, 

and decent pastry 
shop owners often 
send regular pa-
trons home with 
a baker’s dozen 
of doughnuts on 
Sunday morn-
ings. There are 
12 numbers on 
a clock face, and 
two 12-hour 
periods of time 

equals one day. Operating under the 
duodecimal system makes no less 
sense than society’s current fixation 
on Base 10.

Suppose the founding fathers had 
decided twelve was a more significant 
number than ten. America wouldn’t 
have had any centennial, sesquicen-
tennial, or bicentennial celebrations. 
Instead, there’s have been ceremonies 
marking the fledgling nation’s first 
half-duodecade in 1848. But patriotic 
fervor in the United States would have 
peaked in 1920, on the occasion of the 
country’s 144th (Gross?) anniversary. 
There might be a few crackpot deci-
mal system advocates insisting on re-
ferring to it as the Dozentennial, but 
like today’s Flat Earthers, they’d have 
been dismissed as lunatic fringers.

A society running on Base 12 
would see 2026 as just another year. 
However, those born in 1954 would 
be marking a major milestone, the 
completion of their half-dozenth 
duodecade.

It’s a good thing the United States 
doesn’t use the duodecimal system. 
If it did baby boomers would have 
no chance to experience the patriot-
ic gala surrounding a Gross National 
Celebration, because they didn’t exist 
in 1920, and few of them are likely to 
still be around in 2064.

Thankfully though, that’s not the 
case. If it were, the best boomers could 
do would be to take some commem-
orative Gross anniversary 1920 quar-
ters down to Goodwill and purchase 
a vintage 1992 coffee mug, t-shirt, or 
refrigerator magnet. <

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWN OF RAYMOND, MAINE

PLANNING BOARD
MEETING

Wednesday, January 7, 2025 • 7:00 PM
Broadcast Studio - 423 Webbs Mills Road, 

Via ZOOM, & on YouTube
 1. Call to order
 2. Approval of minutes: December 10, 2025
 3. New Business
     None
 4. Old Business

          Land Use Ordinance
      1. Banquet Halls -  a. Definition b. Allowable Uses
            c. Performance Standards
      2. Outdoor Medical Cannabis Growing Operations -
           a. Adding Definitions
          b. Allowable Uses
          c. Performance Standards
       3. Short Term Rentals - a. Adding Definition and
                         Parking Standards
 5. Staff Communications
 6. Adjournment

The meeting will be streamed in real time from the local Government 
channel.  This live stream is also hosted on YouTube

(www.raymondmaine.org/content/live-video-streaming), so make sure 
your computer or router/firewall does not block YouTube content.

For ZOOM link visit the website and click on calendar date.

LandonLandon
DoreDore

At Northeast Planning Associates, Inc., our goal is helping our clients work towards theirs.  We are a 

financial services firm dedicated to providing meaningful financial strategies to address the 

concerns of individuals, families, and business owners.  For more than 65 years, we at Northeast 

Planning Associates, Inc. have provided our clients with access to a full range of financial services 

and products.  

Whether you are just beginning to establish a financial foundation or continuing to build your net 

worth, our advisors can objectively review your personal or business situation, discuss your lifetime 

objectives, identify needs, and make appropriate recommendations.  Through a comprehensive plan 

done in the best interests of our clients, we develop a well-balanced strategy that thoroughly 

encompasses individual objectives, goals and levels of risk tolerance.  In customizing an individual 

plan to meet the needs of every client, we help each client reach towards and maintain a healthy 

financial future.

With more than 40 offices located in the Northeast, our team of professionals is dedicated to 

providing you quality service and a personalized financial planning experience.  With an array of 

financial resources to choose from, we will use our experience and insights to analyze your situation 

and make recommendations to you based on a comprehensive spectrum of financial topics.  We 

believe that our independent approach can mean a world of difference when planning your future. 

Our reputation for trust and integrity is the foundation on which we build our relationships. Our 

value is measured by the financial independence of our clients.  With your financial security being 

our highest priority, let us help you work towards your long-term goals. 

“Our independent approach can mean a world 
of difference when planning your future.” 

Encompassing Your Financial Future

Financial Planning offered through Northeast Planning Associates, Inc. (NPA), a registered investment adviser. Securities and advisory services 
offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment adviser and member FINRA/SIPC. NPA and LPL Financial are not affiliated. 25-046

Mark G. Morrison
F I  N A N C I A L  A D V I  S O R

N O R T H E A S T  P L A N N I N G  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .

“Our independent approach can mean a world 
of difference when planning your future.” 

Windham Office
(207) 329-1328
mmorrison@northeastplanning.com

morrisonfinancialplanning.com

At Northeast Planning Associates, Inc., our goal is helping our clients work towards theirs.  We are a 

financial services firm dedicated to providing meaningful financial strategies to address the 

concerns of individuals, families, and business owners.  For more than 65 years, we at Northeast 

Planning Associates, Inc. have provided our clients with access to a full range of financial services 

and products.  

Whether you are just beginning to establish a financial foundation or continuing to build your net 

worth, our advisors can objectively review your personal or business situation, discuss your lifetime 

objectives, identify needs, and make appropriate recommendations.  Through a comprehensive plan 

done in the best interests of our clients, we develop a well-balanced strategy that thoroughly 

encompasses individual objectives, goals and levels of risk tolerance.  In customizing an individual 

plan to meet the needs of every client, we help each client reach towards and maintain a healthy 

financial future.

With more than 40 offices located in the Northeast, our team of professionals is dedicated to 

providing you quality service and a personalized financial planning experience.  With an array of 

financial resources to choose from, we will use our experience and insights to analyze your situation 

and make recommendations to you based on a comprehensive spectrum of financial topics.  We 

believe that our independent approach can mean a world of difference when planning your future. 

Our reputation for trust and integrity is the foundation on which we build our relationships. Our 

value is measured by the financial independence of our clients.  With your financial security being 

our highest priority, let us help you work towards your long-term goals. 

“Our independent approach can mean a world 
of difference when planning your future.” 

Encompassing Your Financial Future

Financial Planning offered through Northeast Planning Associates, Inc. (NPA), a registered investment adviser. Securities and advisory services 
offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment adviser and member FINRA/SIPC. NPA and LPL Financial are not affiliated. 25-046

Mark G. Morrison
F I N A N C I A L  A D V I S O R

N O R T H E A S T  P L A N N I N G  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .

Financial Planning offered through Northeast Planning Associates, Inc. (NPA), a registered investment adviser. Securities and advisory services 
offered through LPL Financial, a registered investment adviser and member of FINRA/SIPC. NPA and LPL Financial are no affiliated. 25-046

Grade: 3rd
School: Windham Christian Academy
Teacher: Mrs. Milroy
Favorite subject(s): Math and Physical Education
Parents’ Name: Troy and Kristin Dore
Reason for selection:  Landon encourages his class-
mates and teachers alike with his desire for knowledge 
and fair play- whether in the classroom or in the gym! 
His enthusiasm for God’s Word has touched many 
hearts over the years at WCA. In the classroom, he is 

one of the first to raise his hand to answer. Every time he does, he invigo-
rates others to join in and wonderful discussions transpire! His teachers and 
friends benefit from his Godly insight and depth of wisdom. God is already 
working through this young man with his classmates and teammates, and we 
know that God has very exciting plans for Landon’s future!



Page 33 The Windham Eagle

If the real 
estate mar-
ket feels a lit-
tle confusing 
right now, 
you’re not 
alone. Head-
lines alternate 

between stories of price reductions 
and multiple offers, slower activity 
and sudden bidding wars. That’s be-
cause we are in what many profes-
sionals are calling a mixed market – a 
market where conditions vary widely 
depending on price point, property 
type, and location. 

In a mixed market, there is no sin-
gle narrative. Some homes are selling 
quickly with strong demand, while 
others are sitting longer and requiring 
strategic price adjustments. Under-
standing this shift is essential for both 
buyers and sellers who want to make 
confident, informed decisions. 

For sellers, the days of “list it and 
they will come” are largely behind 
us – at least for now. Today’s buyers 
are more cautious and more educat-
ed. They are paying close attention to 
condition, pricing, and value. Homes 
that are well-maintained, proper-
ly priced, and thoughtfully market-
ed are still selling—and often selling 

well. On the other hand, properties 
that are overpriced or need significant 
updates may require more time, flexi-
bility, and patience. 

This is where realistic pricing mat-
ters more than ever. Pricing a home 
correctly from the start helps gener-
ate early interest, which is critical in 
a market where buyers have options. 
Professional photography, strong 
online exposure, and clear commu-
nication about a home’s features and 
updates can make a meaningful dif-
ference in how quickly a property at-
tracts attention. 

For buyers, a mixed market can 
present real opportunities. While 
interest rates remain higher than in 
recent years, there is often less com-
petition than during the peak frenzy. 
This can mean more room to nego-
tiate on price, inspections, or closing 
terms – especially on homes that have 
been on the market longer. Buyers 
who are prepared, pre-approved, and 
working with a knowledgeable agent 
are well-positioned to take advantage 
of these moments. 

It’s also important for buyers to 
recognize that not every property will 
come with leverage. Desirable homes 
in sought-after neighborhoods or at 
popular price points may still receive 
multiple offers. Understanding which 
situations call for patience and which 
require decisiveness is key. 

A mixed market rewards strategy 
over speed. It favors those who take 
the time to understand local trends 
rather than relying on national head-
lines. What’s happening in one town 
– or even one neighborhood – can 
look very different just a few miles 
away. 

At The Libby Starnes Team, we be-
lieve education and communication 
are the foundation of success in any 
market, especially a mixed one. Our 
role is to help clients interpret the 
data, set realistic expectations, and 
create a plan that aligns with their 
goals. Whether you are considering 
selling, buying, or simply staying 
informed, having a trusted advisor 
makes all the difference. 

Markets will always shift, but smart 
decisions are timeless. With the right 
guidance, a mixed real estate market 
doesn’t have to feel uncertain – it can 
be an opportunity. 

If you have questions about what 
today’s market means for you or your 
property, we’re always happy to help. 

This article was brought to you by 
The Libby Starnes Team. For more 
updates, listings, or to schedule a con-
sultation, visit www.libbystarnesteam-
homes.com or follow The Libby Starnes 
Team on social media. <

REAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATEREAL ESTATE
EagleEagle

& Home& Home& Home& Home
Navigating a mixed real estate market:

What today’s conditions mean for buyers and sellers 

$5.00 for Tattered
United States Flag
when purchasing new

U.S. Flag 3’x5’ or larger.
MAINE FLAG & BANNER

824 Roosevelt Tr., Windham, 893-0339

Thoughtfully designed 2,390 sq. ft. new construction on
1.84 acres offers the perfect blend of style, comfort, & functionality. 

Featuring 3 spacious BRs and 2.5 baths, open-concept kitchen,
living, and dining area with soaring lofted ceilings.

The kitchen is a showstopper with its sleek finishes and a walk-in 
pantry. The primary suite is a true retreat, complete with a

large walk-in closet and a luxurious en-suite bathroom.
You'll also love the convenience of a separate laundry room and 

the attached two-car garage, offering both practicality and storage. 
Located just minutes from all the amenities of North Windham and 
a short stroll to serene North Gorham Pond to enjoy easy access to 
kayaking, canoeing, swimming, or simply unwinding by the water. 

Complimentary Consultations! CALL/TEXT 207-838-8051
LIBBYSTARNESTEAMHOMES.COM

8 Turning Leaf Drive Suite 3, Windham

RECENTLY COMPLETED!

Signature Homes Real Estate Group

32 Middle Jam Rd, Gorham ~ $749,000

THIS WON’T 
LAST LONG! 

Contact us today 
for a private 

showing

 

I have a proven 
track record of 

providing trusted 
local service for 
over 25 years!

Residential • First Time Buyers • Waterfront
Rentals • Relocation & Senior Specialist

richardjvraux@gmail.com
richardvraux.pinetreeme.com

Richie Vraux
Broker

Call 
Me!

WANT TO GET YOUR HOME SOLD FAST?

207-317-1297

76 Tandberg Trail, Windham

Offering a
Complimentary
Custom Home
Value Report!

Available anytime day or night
through the U-haul app or uhaul.com!

U-HAUL RENTALS

Call or text 207-890-9270 with questions

Automill LLC We’re located next to Windham Baptist Church
971 River Road, Windham

By The Libby Starnes Team
SPECIAL TO THE WINDHAM EAGLE

– Pamela Starnes/Tiffany Libby, 
The Libby Starnes Team
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ACCOUNTABILITY
ACHIEVEMENT
ASPIRATION
CHANGE
COMMITMENT
DETERMINATION

DISCIPLINE
FOCUS
GOAL
HABIT
IMPROVEMENT
INTENTION

MILESTONE
MINDSET
MOTIVATION
OBJECTIVE
PERSISTENCE
PLAN
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PROMISE
RENEWAL
ROUTINE
TRANSFORMATION
VISION
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A recent nationwide trend has 
seen private out-of-state investment 
companies taking over area funeral 
homes, including in Windham, but 
the owner of Casco Bay Cremation 
and Funeral Services is committed to 
providing local families with expertise 
and affordable exceptional care that is 
truly owned by a local family who un-
derstands local needs.

Longtime funeral professional Jef-
frey Dobson established Casco Bay 
Cremation and Funeral Services in 
2024 and offers full burial and crema-
tion services, green burials, church 
services, graveside services, direct 
cremation, direct burials, prearrange-
ments and international shipping. It 
serves all Southern Maine and parts 
of New Hampshire with extensive ex-
perience in Windham and the Greater 
Portland area. It offers a large array 
of lasting memorial products, and its 
highly trained staff are highly expe-
rienced in arranging funeral services 
and can help families celebrate loved 
ones no matter what their religion, 
culture, or budget.

Because the company is locally 
owned and operated with no outside 
shareholders, Dobson has been able to 
keep costs low and highly affordable 
for area families.

“For the level of service that we 
provide and for a provider that meets 
families in person or remotely, and 
also for a provider who provides the 
family with an urn for no additional 
cost, we are currently the most afford-

able in the Greater Portland Area,” 
Dobson said. “We are also adding 
services such as traditional burials, 
casket burials, church services and 
services at the graveside.”

He says pricing for services offered 
by Casco Bay Cremation and Funer-
al Services will never contain hidden 
costs driven by out-of-state investor 
profit. 

“We are extremely transparent and 
are one of only a few funeral estab-
lishments that I know of in Southern 
Maine that fully publish all our prices 
on our website,” Dobson said. “We do 
not hide anything, nor do we require a 
family to come in and see us to get the 
basic information they need to make 
informed choices.”

Dobson has been a funeral pro-
fessional for more than 15 years and 
he started working in Portland at a 
funeral home assisting the funeral di-
rectors there. That led him to go back 
to school to obtain his mortuary sci-
ence degree.

“I personally have spent over eight 
years working in the Portland area,” 
he said. “I recently noticed the cost 
in the Portland area increasing and 
wanted to use my ability to offer fam-

ilies an option that provides dignified 
and professional cremation and burial 
services without the high costs.”

According to Dobson, a funeral 
professional is essential because they 
help families navigate the complex 
process of planning a funeral or me-
morial service for their loved one. 
They provide guidance, support, and 
expertise in areas such as arranging 
for cremations, obtaining necessary 
permits and certificates, and coordi-
nating with other professionals in-
volved in the funeral process. Addi-
tionally, he said they can help families 
make important decisions and pro-
vide emotional support during a most 
challenging time.

“We are truly family owned and 
locally operated. We have spent our 
entire life growing up and attending 
local schools,” Dobson said. “We don’t 
answer to outside investors. We an-
swer only to the families that entrust 
their loved ones to our care. These 
families are truly our investors. We 
offer services of a full-service funeral 
establishment; the only service we do 
not offer at this time is in-house chap-
el services. We choose to specialize in 
offsite services at a family’s church or 

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
EagleEagle PLEASE NOTE: THE BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT IS A PAID ADVERTISEMENT. TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS HIGHLIGHTED CALL MELISSA: 207-894-3500

Casco Bay Cremation
& Funeral Services

if a family has no church. we do work 
with several local spaces that we can 
use to hold funerals and memorial 
services at a much more affordable 
cost. We do not sacrifice a high level 
of service for a lower cost, and we be-
lieve a family should obtain the same 
professional services without the 
higher price.”

He said that the quality of the ser-
vices Casco Bay Cremation and Fu-
neral Services offers is of the highest 
importance to them and they will 
never sacrifice quality and compas-
sion. We also offer a 100 percent ser-
vice guarantee, meaning if a family 
is not pleased or our services did not 
meet their expectations, we will adjust 
the overall cost for the family, which 
could include no cost at all. Dob-
son believes that the cost of services 
should never be a factor in the quality 
of the service that a family receives.

“We respond to families 24 hours 
a day and families see that and they 
know that if they call us, we are go-
ing to be there for them,” Dobson 
said.  “We believe in fairness, ensur-
ing that our services are reasonably 
priced, allowing you to focus on hon-
oring the memory of your loved one. 
In times of grief, we extend our hand 
to help you, believing in the power of 
a local family to guide you through 
this challenging period.”

To reach Casco Bay Cremation and 
Funeral Services call 207-747-8240 
and review its transparent pricing at 
www.cascobaycremation.com. <

HIGHER LEVEL OF
CARE FOR LESS $$

Direct Cremation Service
– $1,395 –

See our website for package details
and add-on options.

1051 Washington Avenue #2, Portland
FOR A PRIVATE APPT. CALL 207-747-8240

We offer
assistance with 
VA paperwork 

whether you use 
our services or 

not!

DID YOU KNOW MANY AREA
FUNERAL HOMES HAVE BEEN SOLD

TO OUT OF STATE INVESTORS?

Watch for announcements on new services & educational programs designed to help families plan for the future. 
Like & share our Facebook page for updates & to spread the word our mission.

We’re here for you When it matters most.

www.CascoBayCremation.com

CASCO BAY CREMATION & FUNERAL SERVICES IS:
• Owned & operated by Jeffrey Dobson, whom you will work with directly
• Highly compassionate & affordable with over 15 years experience
• Dedicated to honoring your loved ones personally with kindness & dignity
• Always transparent about pricing, services, & provides clear communication
• Rooted in the community - we are Maine people that care about your wishes

Casco Bay Cremation 
& Funeral Services

WE OFFER THE SAME SERVICES
FOR THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS LESS!

WE ARE PROUD TO OFFER A NO COST REVIEW OF YOUR MORTUARY 
TRUST TO SEE IF TRANSFERRING MAY BE BENEFICIAL TO YOU.

Contact us today.

A Maine family-owned 
funeral eastablishment, where 

compassion, not corporate 
profits, leads the way.
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Auto/Boat/Motorcyle Detailing

51 Tandberg Trail,
Windham

Tinker
Automotive

Services

A Mechanic
You Can 
Trust!

Complete Auto Service 
and Repairs for All 
Makes and Models

Vehicle and Motorcycle 
Inspection Station207-318-0342

AUTOMILL LLCAUTOMILL LLC
USED CARS & AUTOPARTS

207-890-9270
971 River Road, Windham

NO CREDIT/BAD CREDIT
FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Mon-Fri 7-4, Sat 7-2, Sun 7-2 (Parts Only)

See our inventory at:

See our inventory at:
automillllc.com

WE BUY
JUNK CARS!

For an appt. call 207-894-7095 or 207-671-0664
or email: dlpayroll@gmail.com

Complete accounting 
solutions for 

small businesses. 
Available on-site or 

by appointment

Debbie LaVallee, Owner
940 Roosevelt Trail, Windham, ME 04062

Phone: (207) 894-7095 • Fax: (866) 748-3628
Cell: (207) 671-0664 • debbie@dlpayroll.com

www.dlpayroll.com

DL Payroll Solutions, LLC
Customized Payroll & Bookkeeping

Complete accounting 
solutions for 

small businesses. 
Available on-site or 

by appointment

Debbie LaVallee, Owner
940 Roosevelt Trail, Windham, ME 04062

Phone: (207) 894-7095 • Fax: (866) 748-3628
Cell: (207) 671-0664 • debbie@dlpayroll.com

www.dlpayroll.com

DL Payroll Solutions, LLC
Customized Payroll & Bookkeeping

Debbie LaVallee, Owner
Trusted Service for Over 35 Years!

FREE CONSULTATIONS

CUSTOMIZED BOOKKEEPING

Accounting/Bookkeeping

Chimney Services
& Masonry

Call anytime! 608-1511
MaineChimneyRepairs.com

Free Inspections • Free Estimates •  All Work 100% Guaranteed!

Fully Insured
Local References

Chimney Cleanings & Repairs • Lining 
Flashing • Repointing • Caps & Builds
Historical Restoration • Stone Walls
Foundation Repairs & Waterproofing 

Auto Services

QUALITY PRE-OWNED 
CARS & TRUCKS
AUTO SERVICE

AUTO BODY
& DETAILING

Trusted  • Local  • Experienced
207-572-4444 • aplusautogroup.com

Sweeping • Repointing
Caps • Liners • Dryer Vents

Windham Owned/Operated by Dan Johnson, Over 25 Years Exp.
Fully Insured  • 1stsweepchimney@gmail.com

FREE Chimney
Inspections

DON’T RISK A FIRE. CONTACT ME 1ST!DON’T RISK A FIRE. CONTACT ME 1ST!

Call/Text 207-572-7449

207-803-8195
dirtybristles8195@gmail.com
DIRTYBRISTLES.COMDIRTYBRISTLES.COM

CHIMNEY SWEEPSCHIMNEY SWEEPS
& INSPECTIONS& INSPECTIONS

Spring/Summer is the 

SERVICE/INSTALLSSERVICE/INSTALLS
Wood, Gas & Pellet Wood, Gas & Pellet 
Stoves - All Brands!Stoves - All Brands!

Chimneys & CapsChimneys & Caps
Stainless LinersStainless Liners
Dampers & moreDampers & more

23 23 
Years Years 
Exp.Exp.

Cleaning

Call/text (207)310-7294 • purecleanco.cory@gmail.com
Locally Owned & Operated ~ 2024 Eagle Choice Winner

HONEST • THOROUGH • DEPENDABLE • FRIENDLY
Specializing in Commercial Buildings & Property Rentals

FULLY INSURED ~ QUICK, FREE ESTIMATES!

We do floor stripping & waxing – New Clients Welcome!

Top-notch ProfessionalTop-notch Professional  
Cleaning ServicesCleaning Services

10 Years Experience ~ Free Estimates10 Years Experience ~ Free Estimates
207-520-0546 We’re insured!

info@totalcleanmaine.com
Facebook.com/totalcleanmaine

commercial & residential
Daily • Weekly • Monthly • As Needed
Move-Ins/Outs • New Builds • Rentals

Grout Cleaning & more

TOTAL
CLEAN
MAINE

646 Roosevelt Trail, Windham • Call 207-893-8601
or Request an Appt. online at: EagleAutoSales.me

AUTO SALES & SERVICE

10% DISCOUNT ON LABOR!10% DISCOUNT ON LABOR!

General Repairs, Maintenance & Maine State Inspections

MENTION THIS AD FOR A

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
Look here to find the area's best local service providers!

Chimney/MasonryAuto Services

Cell Phone/iPad

DEVICE REPAIRSfast!
Screen Repairs • Charging Issues
New Batteries • Liquid Damage

207-956-9999
824 Roosevelt Trail, Windham

TRUSTED 
SERVICE

Since 2007
See our 

more than 
1,200 
5-Star
Google

Reviews!

WE BUY IPADS & CELL PHONES!

Thank you for supporting local!

Want to keep up with stories from the 
newspaper? Follow us on FB!

Business Networking

LOOKING TO GROW 
YOUR BUSINESS?

CHECK IT OUT!
207-894-7200 • www.BNIMaine.com

Do you like to network?

One of our 20 chapters in Maine is
right here in Windham!

Local Advertising That Works!
Melissa makes it easy to reach 11,000 
local households via USPS.
For affordable, effective marketing &
experienced design, contact her today!

207-894-3500 • Melissa@TheWindhamEagle.com

Advertising

Vinyasa Yoga 
The free, in-person, Vinyasa Yoga 

Flow series returns to the Windham 
Public Library with Amber Carey from 
7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 3. Partic-
ipants will physically and energetically 
ground and nourish, lift and length-
en, resource and release, to encourage 
balance and peace from within. While 
familiarity with yoga is of benefit, all 
levels are welcome, as this practice 
meets participants wherever they are 
at. Bring a mat and block(s).  FMI, or 
to reserve your class spot, contact Ray 
at the library’s Help Desk at 207-892-
1908 ext. 5 or by email at  rmarcotte@
windhammaine.us.

BRIEFS
Mad Science
Program
Raymond Parks and Rec is spon-

soring “READY STEM GO,” a Mad 
Science program packed with curi-
osity, creativity, and discovery from 
5 to 6 p.m. every Tuesday from Jan. 
6 to March 3. Mad Science is science 
brought to life and is engaging and in-
teractive. Open to students in grades 
K to 6. To register, visit raymond.rec-
desk.com/Community/Program

Calendars available
The Sebago Lake to Casco Bay 

Calendar for 2026 is available now 
through the Portland Water District. 

The public can pick up a copy from 
the outdoor receptacle at the Sebago 
Lake Protection Office, located at 1 
White Rock Road in Standish or at 
the water district’s Customer Service 
Lobby at 225 Douglass St. in Portland. 
Calendars are available Mon. through 
Fri. from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., while 
supplies last. FMI, call 207-523-5265.

Youth Lacrosse
Registration for Windham Youth 

Lacrosse’s 2026 season runs from Jan. 
1 to March 1, 2026, and is open to any 
student in grade K to 8 in Windham, 
Raymond and the surrounding com-
munities. To learn more about how 

to register and costs, visit windham-
lacrosse.com

Meals on Wheels
The Meals on Wheels program pro-

vides up to five meals for homebound 
participants each week. Volunteers 
and agency staff deliver meals four 
days a week. No deliveries are made 
on Wednesdays. Meals generally arrive 
between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. and 
are delivered either frozen or preheat-
ed based upon request. There is a sug-
gested donation of $3.50 per meal. This 
service is provided by the Southern 
Maine Agency on Aging. Call 1-800-
400-6325 for more details. 
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JUST CALL ALL HAUL!
207-653-2107

From single
item pickups to
entire property

cleanouts!
FAST, RELIABLE AND 

FRIENDLY SERVICE 
AT THE BEST PRICE.

AllHaulMaine.com
Text friendly allhaulme@gmail.com

THE Basement, Attic, Garage
& Apartment

Cleanouts

Boat, Vehicle & 
Camper 

(207) 450-5858  •  www.thedumpguy.com    Fully Insured

JUNK
REMOVAL

Construction/Remodeling

FRAMING  ADDITIONS  DECKS
ROOFING  SIDING  FENCES

WINDOWS  DOORS  SUNROOMS
FLOORING  TILE  REMODELS
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR TRIM

TEAR OFFS  SECOND STORIES
THE FINISHING TOUCHES & MORE

30+ Years Experience

For only the best, call nest!
207-232-9094

EXPERT HOME 
BUILDING &
REMODELING

Additions • Finish Work • Decks • Roofing • Siding 
Fences • Windows • Doors • Flooring • Tile & more

207-828-8699

Need Junk Removed? Residential & 
Commercial 

Cleanouts
Demolition
ALL METAL 

HAULED FREE!
Washers/Stoves/Oil Tanks

We Recycle, Salvage 
& Donate whenever 

possible.

Guaranteed Best Price

Call The

DUMP MAN

Dumpster
Rentals

We will buy salable salvage goods 
(Furniture/Doors/Windows/etc)

In
su

re
d

Docks/Waterfront Services

HONESTHONEST
DEPENDABLEDEPENDABLE

LOCALLOCAL

DOCK REMOVALS & MAINTENANCEDOCK REMOVALS & MAINTENANCE
Pressure Washing, Staining/Painting for Docks, Decks,

& Houses + other Handyman/Remodeling Projects
OWNED & OPERATED BY JEFF DUARTE

Free Consults & 
Waterfront Designs

Custom Wood & Aluminum Docks
      MANUFACTURED IN WINDHAM!

We sell galvanized & aluminum 
hardware for repairs & additions

Stationary • Floating • Roll-a-docks • Boat Lifts • Kayak & Canoe Racks

976 Roosevelt Trail, Windham • Open M-F 8-4; Sat 8-12

Call (207)893-8420
Email: mms12@twc.com

Lakeside Drywall Services

Quality you can 
count on!!

Textured/Flat Ceilings • Sheetrock & Taping
Both New & Remodeling • Professional
Over 30 Years Experience!

Drywall Services

Wyman Wyman 
ElectricElectric

Call 415-5802 or 776-5370

Commercial & Residential - Fully Insured - Free Estimates
Jeff Wyman & Jim Malia - Owner/Operators/Master Electricians

Troubleshooting • Repairs • Installations 
Generators • Lighting & more

Excavation

EXCAVATION
FOUNDATIONS

TREE CUTTING

SNOW REMOVAL

UTILITIES

SEPTIC

LANDSCAPE
      CONSTRUCTION

LLC.

FIREWOOD

COMPLETE EXCAVATIONCOMPLETE EXCAVATION

Septics - Foundations - Roads - DrainageSeptics - Foundations - Roads - Drainage
Snow Plowing, Removal & SandingSnow Plowing, Removal & Sanding

Emergency Excavation Services for UtilitiesEmergency Excavation Services for Utilities

DEP & DEP & 
Shoreland Shoreland 
CertifiedCertified

Commercial & Residential Commercial & Residential 

Eyecare/Optometrist

Firewood

FIREWOOD
Clean, Locally Sourced

Green Cord: $310
Multi-Cord Discount

Seasoned Wood is Ready!

Windham, ME

207-831-3222
Free Windham delivery

WoodenNickelsFirewood.com

434 River Rd., Windham • 892-6342 / 76 State St., Gorham • 839-4270
35 Church St., Westbrook • 854-2341 / info@dolbyblaissegee.com

dolbyblaissegee.com

guidance, compassion & commitment
Since 1946!

services UniqUe as life 
Personal & Professional

Traditional Burial &
Cremation Services

CascoBayCremation.com • 207-747-8240

COMPASSIONATE
CREMATION SERVICES

BASIC CREMATION PACKAGE
Starting at $1,350

TRADITIONAL BURIAL PACKAGES AVAILABLE

68 Bishop Street, 
Unit 1, Suite 7,
PORTLAND

Complete Cremation Package
as low as $1,395

We’re 
available 
24 hours 

a day

Casco Bay
Cremation Services

Honest, Transparent Pricing ~ Pre-planning Services Available

Handyman/Home Repairs

207-332-7792 ~ THATGUY207.COM 
Insured ~ Free Estimates

We take pride in every 
job, big or small!

ONE CALL FOR ALL YOUR HOME
UPGRADES & UPKEEP AT FAIR PRICES

REMODELS
CARPENTRY

PAINTING AND MORE

Generators

#1 AWARD-WINNING GENERATOR COMPANY!
SALES H SERVICE H INSTALLATION H INSPECTIONS

dirfygenerators@yahoo.com

DIRFY GENERATORS

Affordable Monthly Payments *OAC

207-637-3346 • DIRFYGENERATORS.COM

FREE ASSESSMENTS & QUOTES

FOR INFO & AVAILABLE
IN-STOCK INVENTORY

email for auto reply info:
DIRFYINVENTORY@GMAIL.COM

20 YEAR PROTECTION
FOR NEW & EXISTING GENERATORS

email for auto reply info:
DIRFYCPP@GMAIL.COM

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

(207) 671-1814
Licensed/Insured

Residential Master Electrician Greg Barr - 20 Years Exp.

New Installs & Repairs

Troubleshooting

Generator Hook-ups

Emergency Service

WE RAISE
THE BARR for

GREAT SERVICE!

207-632-8799 • JWolfeElectric.com

Your local team of
ELECTRICAL 

EXPERTS
for all your residential
& commercial needs!
Wiring • Generators

LED Lighting Upgrades 
Service Upgrades

LICENSED & INSURED • FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing in Smart Home Systems
Designed, Installed & Programmed by us!

Security Systems • Video Surveillance
Home/Business Management • Personal Wellness Safety

Customized for your needs ~ Rules & alerts set for you
Reliable uninterrupted service even when power or internet is down

Electrical Funeral Home

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR ADVERTISERS!
Reference these business

contacts 24/7 with
our online flipbook at:

THEWINDHAMEAGLE.COM

Cleanups/Dumpster Rentals

Tell them you saw their ad in The Eagle!

Docks/Waterfront Services

Call Owner Del WescottCall Owner Del Wescott 892-5500 892-5500

SEBAGO MARINE
Crane & Barge Service
The LEADER in marine 

construction for 20 years!
Certified Maine D.E.P. Erosion Control Contractor

Boat Houses • Rock Moving • Pile Driving
Permanent Docks • Full Permitting • Dredging

Portable Welding • Heavy Duty Mooring Systems

A 
Division 
of Dock 
World of 
Maine

FIX. MAINTAIN. IMPROVE.

207.894.0424
mainehomemaintenance.com

From small repairs to major 
home improvements.

Repairs & Improvements
Flooring • Remodels

Storm Damage Repairs
New Builds • Decks

Painting • Drywall & more

Free EstimatesFree Estimates
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207-352-7800   PitStopFuels.com 

Call us for all your energy needs!

Propane • Heating Oil • Kerosene 
Gasoline  • Off Road Diesel

207-892-0200 • www.fi eldingsoil.com
639 Roosevelt Trail, Rte. 302, Windham • Open M-F 7:30am-5pm

NEW OIL & PROPANE CUSTOMERS WELCOME
Burner Cleanings • Free Tank Swap Out • 24-Hr Emergency Service

TopCutServicesMaine@gmail.com

Booking now for
FALL

CLEAN UPS!
Also reserve now for

SNOW PLOWING
& SANDING

Residential
& Commercial

207-274-1008Free Estimates - Fully Insured

Heating Oil / Fuel

Insurance

FULL SERVICE, LOCALLY OWNED
DISCOUNT OIL COMPANY

Heating Oil • 24/7 Service • High Efficiency Systems

ATLANTIC 
HEATING CO.

WWW.ATLANTICHEATINGCOMPANY.COM
CALL 207-797-7218

Always aAlways a
LOWLOW
CASHCASH

PRICE!PRICE!

Ensure your coverage & rates are the best on the market 
See if you can save $$$ with a free,

no obligation quote!

When was the last time you 
reviewed your policies?

Call/Text 207-893-8184 •JonathanPriest.com

We utilize many companies 
to get you the right coverage 
at the absolute best price!
57 Tandberg Tr., Suite 7, Windham

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIALRESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY MAINTENANCEPROPERTY MAINTENANCE

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

ROBBINS  PROPERTY  SERVICES

207-787-1469INSURED

Email: info@robbinsps.com

COMMERCIAL
SNOW

PLOWING &
SANDING

LIGHT
EXCAVATION

A division of Roosevelt Trail Garden Center

RooseveltTrailGardenCenter.com • 207-893-2757

Elevate & Beautify your Outdoor Space!

Bulk Material Delivery 
Hardscaping
Tree Pruning

Cleanups & more

LANDSCAPE DESIGN, MAINTENANCE & INSTALLATION

We’re DEP &
Shoreland Certified! BRADBURYPAINTING@ROADRUNNER.COM

Painting

NOW HIRINGNOW HIRING

207-838-1370207-838-1370    BUILDWITHOSHEA.COMBUILDWITHOSHEA.COM

LLCLLC

PAINTING PROFESSIONALS
Flawless Results for All Homes – New to Historic

For experienced, quality work call...

FULLY INSURED – FREE ESTIMATES

INTERIOR – EXTERIOR – WALLPAPERING

Heat Pumps

DIRFY HEAT PUMPS
YOUR TRUSTED AWARD-WINNING

GENERATOR COMPANY NOW OFFERING
HEAT PUMP SALES, INSTALLATIONS & SERVICE!

Reach out for a Free No-Obligation Evaluation & Estimate!
207-637-3346 DirfyGenerators@yahoo.com

Same Great Staff,
Same Great Staff,

Top-Notch Service
Top-Notch Service

& Expertise!& Expertise!

Landscaping/Hardscaping

Law Office

Lisa J. Friedlander
Attorney at Law

Helping fit the pieces of your life together

Optimal & Timely Solutions to your Legal Problems
Estate Planning, Probate, Wills, Trusts,

Powers of Attorney, Special Needs Trusts,
Elder Law, MaineCare Planning & more

Understanding 
Competence

Integrity
Advocacy

Free Initial Phone Consult
207-655-9007

www.lisafriedlander.com

Big John’s Moving
Households Small & Large

Office & Single Item Relocations
Packing Services

Rental Trucks Loaded/Unloaded
Cleanouts & Dump Runs

We rent storage 
containers!

207-828-8699
Open 7 Days a Week ~ Fully Insured

No extra charge for weekends, gas mileage or weight

Moving Services

ROBBINS  PROPERTY  SERVICES

207-787-1469

PRECISION EXTERIOR
PAINTING & STAINING

Homes & Decks
DRYWALL REPAIRS
POWER WASHING

& MORE!

INSURED

PAINTING SERVICES

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY
Place an ad in our service directory and reach MORE of your

LOCAL CLIENTS thatn with any other source!
Take advantage of our direct mailed circulation to all the homes and businesses in Windham and Raymond and

WATCH YOUR BUSINESS GROW!!
For more info. contact Melissa 207-894-3500 or via text/phone at: 207-329-3239 or email: melissa@thewindhameagle.com

Thank you for supporting local and be sure to tell them you saw their ad in The Windham Eagle!

PEOPLE-FIRST 
INSURANCE HELP 

– ALWAYS!

PEOPLE-FIRST INSURANCE HELP – ALWAYS!

Health ~ Dental ~ Vision ~ Medicare
Personalized guidance for individuals, families & businesses

639 Roosevelt Trail, Windham
(207) 360-4040

bbime.com

Set up a free consult with your 
local expert, Maureen Mazure

www.precisionpestmaine.com
precisionpestmaine@gmail.com

SEND MICE 
& RODENTS 
PACKING!

We offer free inspections 
to find entry points and 

provide solutions to
get them gone!

ERIC LANE – 15 Years Experience
Owner/Operator/Assoc. Certified Entomologist

207-291-0840

Licensed Wildlife Animal Damage Control

Pest Services

Local Advertising

MARKETING THAT WORKS 
FOR YOUR SMALL BUSINESS

For experienced design and affordable 
advertising, contact Melissa today!

Melissa@TheWindhamEagle.com
207-894-3500 • 207-329-3239

Free Estimates • 207-712-8871 
Email: rangerpestservices@yahoo.com 

rangerpestservices.com

Traditional & organic treatment options.

Ticks • Mosquitos • Ants • Mice • Rats • Wasps
Squirrels • Bats • Wildlife Relocation & more

Ranger Pest Services

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

Insurance
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Jim Rogers
Septic Tank Service

892-2164 • JimRogersSepticTankService.com

A TRUSTED 
LOCAL 

COMPANY
SINCE 1975

TANK CLEANINGS,
MAINTENANCE,
REPAIRS, VIDEO

INSPECTIONS
& LOCATING

Residential – Light Commercial – Service Work – Gas Piping

Visit us on the web at:
www.silverlineplumbing.com

13 Underwood Way,
Windham, Maine 04062

Office/fax: 207-892-3970
Cell: 207-939-2610

Jim witherow
President

Storage

STOP IN OR CALL US TODAY! 894-5722
887 Roosevelt Trail, Route 302, Windham

Local 
Experts 

for Buyers 
and Sellers 

Alike...
Stop in 

or call us 
today!

60+ Years of Quality Septic Service

207-892-9126 • ARKIEROGERSSEPTIC.COM

Septic Cleanings,
Maintenance & Inpections

Tree Service

Professional Roofing Contractor

Over 35 Years Experience
Free Estimates • Insured

SAPPIER’S ROOFING & SIDING

CALL TOM SAPPIER
892-8367 or 671-8367
CERTIFIED BY:

Roofing & Siding

Water / Radon Air Services 

SERVICE AND INSTALLATION
Master Plumber/Oil & Gas Specialist - Fully Insured

Call Keith Cook, 10+ Years Experience  207-572-4443

Cook Plumbing & Heating

NOW
HIRING!

RICHARD P. WALTZ
PLUMBING & HEATING

“The area’s most reliable plumbing & heating specialists.”
Locally Owned & Operated ~ 24 Hour Emergency Service
Plumbing • Heating Ventilation • A/C • Drain Cleaning
Sewer Maintenance • Excavation • Home Renovations

Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling & more

Call (207)772-2801 • richardpwaltz.com

Septic Services

Your ONE-STOP for all 
things REAL ESTATE!

• BUYING/INVESTING/SELLING
   We specialize in lakefront properties!

• RENTALS is our SPECIALTY!
  – Vacation/Long-term/Winter
  – Property Management
   New rental inventory always wanted!
   Free, no-obligation assessments to
   see what your property is worth!

KRAININ.COMKRAININ.COM
207-655-3811 • 1539 Roosevelt Trail, Raymond
Sales: sales@krainin.com • Rentals: rentals@krainin.com

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
Celebrating 49 years of Sebago Lakes Region Vacations!

BOOK YOUR RENTALS ONLINE AT:

SERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORYSERVICE DIRECTORY

Plumbing & Heating

Jonathan Wood, Veteran/Owner/Licensed Arborist

207.939.3839
VeteranTreeCare207@gmail.com

Tree Health & Hazard Assessment
Tree & Shrub Pruning & Removal

Stump Grinding
Storm Damage/Emergency Removal

Free Quotes
Fully Licensed & Insured

Truck Equipment

NEW GLOUCESTER –– 207-926-4271
QUALITY TRUCK UPFITTING FREE QUOTES

Sales / Installs
Service / Parts

CUSTOM
WELDING & 

FABRICATION

Real Estate

207-766-6210 • A-ZWaterSystems.com
Water Pumps, Wells, Testing, Out of Water Calls, Radon Air & more

Water toxins are often tasteless, odorless & colorless...
Keep your family and animals safe with our reliable

WATER TREATMENT SOLUTIONS

YOUR 
TRUSTED 

WATER 
EXPERTS

One call does it all.One call does it all.

Pest Services

207-770-0274 • RobbinsPest.com • Find us on FB

Robbins Pest Services

Organic Options Available
Insured - 10 Years Exp. - Family Owned

FREE ESTIMATES & CONSULTS

Keeping your home or 
business PEST-FREE!

SINGLE TREATMENTS • CUSTOM PLANS
INTEGRATED PEST MANAGMENT

EMERGENCY SERVICE Tree Trimming & Removal • Stump Grinding
Tree/Shrub Pruning • Shoreline Tree Work 
Brush Removal • 24/7 Emergency Service

MAINE
CERTIFIED
ARBORIST

207-222-2932 • 207Landscaping.com

Specializing in Siding of All Types!

FREE ESTIMATES • INSURED
Robert J. Fritsch, Owner/Operator
40+ Years Experience - Raymond, ME

Cedar Clapboards - Cedar Shingles - Vinyl - Live Edge & more

Standing Seam Roofing
Replacement Windows

New Construction
Additions • Decks & more

We stand behind our work!

Call 207-632-7104

Residential & Commercial
Fully Insured / Free Estimates

207-502-2257
threeguysdb2338@gmail.com

TREEGUYSINC.COM

24 Years of Expertise!
Maine Licensed Arborist
Tree Removal • Climbing
Pruning • Gutter Cleaning

60 Foot Bucket Truck

BUY SUPPORTING LOCAL, YOU ARE:
4 Creating more jobs in the community
4 Keeping money in the local economy
4 Investing in entrepreneurship 
4 Nurturing a sense of community
4 Conserving energy

Real Estate

WAYS UP TREE SERVICE
“Call the Pro’s”

Insured
Free 

Estimates

207-289-7828

5% DISCOUNT

Limbing & Removal
Stump Grinding

SNOW PLOWING
& SANDING

FOR VETERANS!
33+ Years

Experience

THANKS FOR SUPPORTING 
OUR ADVERTISERS!
Reference these business

contacts 24/7 with
our online flipbook at:

THEWINDHAMEAGLE.COM

Apple Tree
Self Storage

• clean, new buildings
• 24 hour access • low rates
• inside or outside vehicle storage
• outdoor storage for trailers, boats & campers

18 WHITES BRIDGE RD, WINDHAM • APPLETREESELFSTORAGE.COM

Units Available 
GET 2ND MONTH FREE!

893-0007

VETERAN OWNED & OPERATED

A PORTION OF ALL PROFITS 
DONATED TO LOCAL

VETERAN ORGANIZATIONS!

Fully Insured / Free Estimates

PLUMBING
GAS HEATING SERVICE

(Viessman & Rinnai specialist)
LIGHT CARPENTRY

GENERAL HOME REPAIRS
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CALL TODAY AND WORK WITH OUR AWARD-WINNING TEAM!

780 BROADWAY / SOUTH PORTLAND, MAINE 04106  //  79 TANDBERG TRAIL / WINDHAM, MAINE 04062   780 BROADWAY / SOUTH PORTLAND, MAINE 04106  //  79 TANDBERG TRAIL / WINDHAM, MAINE 04062   LANDINGHOMESMAINE.COMLANDINGHOMESMAINE.COM

LISA DIBIASELISA DIBIASEMATT DIBIASEMATT DIBIASE

DISCOVER THE BESTDISCOVER THE BEST
PLACES TO LIVE INPLACES TO LIVE IN
VACATIONLANDVACATIONLAND

207-775-SOLD207-775-SOLD

BE SEEN         BE DISTINCT         BE MOREBE SEEN         BE DISTINCT         BE MORE

Wishing you a

From our family to yours
H A P P Y  N E W  Y E A RH A P P Y  N E W  Y E A R

LANDING HAD A FANTASTIC 2025LANDING HAD A FANTASTIC 2025
Thank you to al l  of  our c l ients ,  vendors ,  f r iends & family.Thank you to al l  of  our c l ients ,  vendors ,  f r iends & family.

Looking forward to what 2026 has in store!Looking forward to what 2026 has in store!

LISA DIBIASE
Broker / Owner

207-653-0823 207-653-0823 
LISA@LANDINGHOMESMAINE.COM

MATT DIBIASE
Broker / Owner

207-653-0376 207-653-0376 
MATT@LANDINGHOMESMAINE.COM

Our REALTORS® take a proactive approach in making 
every real estate transaction straightforward, seamless 
and successful. From listings to purchases, from new 

construction to investment, Landing Real Estate’s agents 
have the experience, energy, and insight to produce the 

optimum outcome for every client. 

CALL US TODAYCALL US TODAY
207-775-SOLD207-775-SOLD
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